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January 8

Strategic/Policy




January 24 - 28

2014 Board Calendar of Work
2014 Operational Changes for Efficiencies and
Savings
Succession Planning - Essential Competencies
Needed for Executive Position

Routine






Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Statement
2014 Legislative Day
STAR Libraries
Tehaleh (Newland Communities)

American Library Association (ALA) Mid-Winter Conference, Philadelphia PA






Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Statement
2014 Legislation Related to Libraries
2014 Pierce County Library
Foundation Agreement





Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Statement
PC Reads



Board Self-Evaluation
2014 Reciprocal Borrowing Report
Technology Plan Update
Executive Director Search Firm
Metropolitan King County Library Joint Boards
Meeting
Facilities Master Plan Overview

April 9






Access Policy
PCLS/South Hill Campaign
Key Center iPad Project
Metrics in 2014 Budget




Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report

April 30 - May 2

Oregon Library Association/Washington Library Association (OLA/WLA) Conference, Wenatchee WA

May 14




2013 Year-End Financial Review
Re-appointment of Donna Albers





Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report
ULC Innovations Initiative

June 11




2013 Capital Projects – Year End Report
2014 Mid-Year Budget Process







Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report
IRS Tax Form 990
PC Reads Final Report
Our Own Expressions

February 12







March 11 - 15

March 19

Technology Plan Update
Internet Policy
Collection Budget
Self-Service Lobby
Customer Surveys
Public Library Association (PLA) Conference, Indianapolis IN







June 26 - July 1

American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference, Las Vegas NV

July 9



2014 Mid-Year Budget Adjustment:
 Operating Budget
 Capital Improvement Plan




Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report

August 13




2015 Budget: Budget Calendar and Process
2015 CPIU





Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report
IRS Tax Form 990 Final Review
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Routine

2015 Budget: Estimated Revenue and
Expenditures
Capital Facilities Plan





Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report
Library Card Campaign

Review of Regular 2015 Draft Revenue and
Expenditures
2015 pre certification of Property Tax Levy
IPD for 2014 Property Tax Levy
2015 – 2019 Cash Flow






Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Statement
Set 2015 Board Meeting Schedule
Director Evaluation: Review
Procedures

First Public Hearing Regarding 2015 Budget
Review of Draft 2015 Budget and Capital
Improvement Plan
Review And Approval To Certify Property Taxes
To Be Levied For Collection in 2015
Review Of Regular 2015 Capital Improvement
Budget And 2015 Capital Improvement Plan





Monthly Dashboard
Monthly Financial Report
Resolution: Schedule of Recurring
Meetings
Pierce County Library Foundation
Annual Report

Second Public Hearing Regarding 2015 Budget
Resolution to transfer a portion of the fund
balance of the general fund to the capital
improvement fund
Resolution to Adopt 2015 Budget
Resolution to Adopt 2015 Capital Improvement
Fund Budget
Motion to certify property taxes to be levied for
collection in 2015 (if needed)
Resolution to set 2015 wages for non-represented
staff
2015 Election of Officers
Negotiate 2015 Executive Director Agreement
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Monthly Financial Report
Resolution: Cancellation of
unredeemed warrants
2015 Insurance Renewal
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Pierce County libraries, Peninsula schools benefit from Garden Tour
Local reading program decides to get a little “Wild”
Pierce County Library customers have new free services
Learn how to make your own home brew at Steilacoom Library
Anti‐Valentine’s party (FREE)
StoryCorps comes to town
Learn about fossils at Lakewood Pierce County Library System
21 Ways to Celebrate the Month of Love
New online classes for library customers
Meet best‐selling author J.A. Jance at U.P. library
Meet author and wine expert Mike Veseth at U.P. library
‘The Boy with the Gun” author Brandon Stogsdill at Lakewood library
Free Events for Life after High School
Learn about 3D Printing at library
Westside Story: FRIENDS of Lakewood Library Used Book Sale
Get help with Affordable Care Act
Free classes offered for aspiring U.S. Citizens
Libraries Offer Free Tax Help for Seniors
Fun and Games at Library
Pierce Treated Like a STAR
The Organizer
Making the Case for Budget Reductions: Pierce County Library’s FY2013 Budget

Local reading program decides to get a little ‘Wild’
This year‘s Pierce County Reads book, Cheryl Strayed‘s ‗Wild,‘ tells a tough life story through
some tough hiking on the Pacific Crest Trail
By ROSEMARY PONNEKANTI
Staff writer March 2, 2014
2014-03-02T08:27:30Z
ROSEMARY PONNEKANTI

We‘ve all made bad life choices — some of us more than others. But few of us have the courage
to sort them out by hiking 1,100 miles all by ourselves along the Pacific Crest Trail, then telling
all in a book.
For Cheryl Strayed, though, both the outer hike and its parallel inner journey found expression in
―Wild,‖ a 2012 memoir that hit best seller lists, won multiple book awards, got her on ―Oprah‖
and National Public Radio and is being made into a film directed by Jean-Marc Vallée and
starring Reese Witherspoon.

Coming from a place of parental death, divorce and hard drug use, the book‘s astounding story
and brutal honesty have resounded with thousands of readers — which is partly why it was
chosen for this year‘s Pierce County Reads program.
―‗Wild‘ is about a woman who made some … let‘s call them ‗interesting‘ choices during a
difficult time in her life and then worked hard to get herself back on track,‖ said Lisa Bitney,
reading and materials director for the Pierce County Library.
―The selection panel felt this book would resonate with a lot of different people. We‘ve all made
mistakes and struggled at some point in our lives. To me, that‘s the power of this book.‖
It also has plenty of possibilities for community events, something else Bitney looks for in a
Pierce County Reads book.
The 2-month program, which will culminate in a speaking and signing event with Strayed at
Clover Park Technical College, includes workshops, discussions and lectures surrounding nature,
writing, long-distance hiking and the Pacific Crest Trail itself.
There also are appearances from other authors, including wild food expert Langdon Cook,
University of Puget Sound graduate and long-distance rower Jordan Hanssen, and backpacker
and photographer Tami Sars, as well as The News Tribune‘s outdoors writers Craig Hill and
Jeffrey P. Mayor.
Events will take place in libraries throughout the system, as well as at REI, King‘s Books and
UPS.
In addition to being a grueling account of a long-distance hike in the days before the Internet
made it a lot easier to prepare for one, ―Wild‖ is about an inner journey from a place where life is
falling apart to somewhere more secure and hopeful.
Strayed‘s story begins with the event that pulled her life apart: the death of her 45-year-old
mother from cancer when Strayed was 22. A single woman raising Strayed and her two siblings
while supporting, struggling and endlessly loving, Strayed‘s mother had been the anchor of her
daughter‘s life through tough times, college and an early marriage.
After her mother‘s death, Strayed started disconnecting from her husband and family, sleeping
around, using heroin and generally ―detaching,‖ as she told a therapist.
Discovering a hiking trail that stretched along the spine of the West from Mexico to Canada, she
decided to hike it by herself – despite a complete lack of experience, and in a pre-Internet 1995
when information about the trail was basically one book.
―Wild‖ then weaves between the hike, replete with scary anecdotes from rattlesnakes and bears
to potential rapists, and Strayed‘s backstory, from a violent, abandoning father through teen
poverty and into her own psychology.

With the grip of a thriller and the profundity of a novel, ―Wild‖ takes the reader through multiple
metaphors, devastating honesty and sharp-edged sentences along a journey that finds gradual
hope and peace only from a future Strayed, writing her story 27 years later.
There are many surprising facets of ―Wild,‖ not the least of which is Strayed‘s turnaround story.
Another is her last name, chosen by her upon her divorce to symbolize her new, rootless
existence and coming into its own as she loses herself on the trail.
Another striking facet is how impressive it is to hike from Mojave, Calif., to the Columbia River
(albeit with some skips) with no preparation save a shopping trip to REI. Distracted by her own
life, Strayed doesn‘t read her guidebook until she‘s hiking and ends up with too-small boots, not
enough water and a pack that weighs almost as much as she does.
―It was pretty funny, especially when she lost her boot and couldn‘t lift her pack,‖ said Elena
Wimberger, a Tacoman who hiked the trail last year with her brother and boyfriend, and who
read ―Wild‖ on friends‘ recommendations.
―But we met a lot of people on the trail who‘d never hiked before. … It was pretty gutsy, pretty
brave to do it on her own.‖
Wimberger and her companions were experienced hikers who spent five months preparing for
their trip, including reading numerous blogs, buying all the food ahead of time and packing 25
boxes of supplies her parents mailed to towns along the route.
Despite her naiveté, Strayed ends up dubbed ―the Queen of the PCT‖ by the friends she makes
along the way, respected for her tenacity, strength and make-do attitude — qualities, she realizes
near the end, that come from her mother.
―It really changes your perspective on the world,‖ Wimberger said. ―By the end of the trail (the
inexperienced hikers) were really self-confident, experienced in the outdoors. You‘re also able to
be really present in the moment, to give all your attention to people with you.
―You think about the future, reflect on the past. For me, just after college, it was perfect timing.‖
As Strayed herself puts it, what her journey most gave her was the ability to accept her own life
— as she puts it, ―like all lives, mysterious and irrevocable and sacred.‖
Pierce County Reads 2014
Book: ―Wild‖ by Cheryl Strayed.
Available: In hard copy, e-book and audio from Pierce County libraries.
Main event: Free author talk and signing, 7 p.m. April 25 at McGavick Conference Center,
Clover Park Technical College, 4500 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood.

Information: piercecountyreads.org.
Flash fiction (or not) writing contest
What: Write about travel, hiking, nature or a personal journey in 750 words or fewer.
When: Submit your story by April 2.
Requirements: Washington state residents 18 and older.
Enter: Send by email with personal details to info@piercecountyreads.org, hand in to any Pierce
County library or mail it to 3005 112th St. E., Tacoma, WA 98445.
Free Program Events
March 12: 6 p.m. Birding Basics. University Place library, 3609 Market Place W. Suite 100,
University Place. 253-548-3307.
March 13: 7 p.m. Hidden Treasures in Washington Museums. Key Center library, 8905 KPN,
Lakebay. 253-272-8801.
March 13: 7 p.m. Backpacking Basics. REI, 3825 S. Steele St., Tacoma. 253-671-1938.
March 15: 1 p.m. Washington Wildlife. Orting library, 202 Washington Ave. S., Orting. 253548-3312.
March 16: 2 p.m. Creating Backyard Habitats for Birds. Parkland/Spanaway library, 13718
Pacific Ave. S., Tacoma. 253-548-3304.
March 20: 7 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. South Hill library, 15420 Meridian Ave.
E., Puyallup. 253-548-3303.
March 22: 1 p.m. Wildflower and Waterfall Photography. Parkland/Spanaway library, 13718
Pacific Ave. S., Tacoma. 253-548-3304.
March 22: 2 p.m. Birding Basics. Milton/Edgewood library, Surprise Lake Square, 900 Meridian
Ave. E. Suite 29, Milton. 253-548-3325.
March 25: 6 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. Gig Harbor library, 4424 Point Fosdick
Drive NW, Gig Harbor. 253-548-3305.
March 25: 6:30 p.m. Birding Basics. Eatonville library, 205 Center St. W., Eatonville. 253-5483311.
March 25: 7 p.m. Hiking the Wonderland Trail. REI, 3825 S. Steele St., Tacoma. 253-671-1938.

March 25: 7 p.m. Wildflower and Waterfall Photography. Puyallup library, 3245 S. Meridian
Ave., Puyallup. 253-841-5454.
March 26: 6 p.m. Night at the museum. Thompson Hall, University of Puget Sound, 1500 N.
Warner St., Tacoma.
March 26: 7 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. Bonney Lake library, 18501 90th St. E,
Bonney Lake. 253-548-3308.
March 29: 1 p.m. Hiking Essentials. Buckley library, 123 S. River Ave., Buckley. 253-5483310.
March 29: 2 p.m. Hiking with Children. Tillicum library, 14916 Washington Ave. SW,
Lakewood. 253-548-3314.
March 29: 2 p.m. TNT Adventure Guys: Favorite Places with Craig Hill and Jeffrey P. Mayor.
University Place library, 3609 Market Place W., Suite 100, University Place. 253-548-3307.
March 29: 2 p.m. Hiking 101. Graham library, 9202 224th St. E., Graham. 253-548-3322.
March 29: 2:30 p.m. Birding Basics. DuPont library, 1540 Wilmington Drive, DuPont. 253-5483326.
March 31: 6 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. Summit library, 5107 112th St. E.,
Tacoma. 253-548-3321.
April 1: 6 p.m. Book Art with Mitzi Lindgren. Gig Harbor library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive
NW, Gig Harbor. 253-548-3305.
April 1: 6:30 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. DuPont library, 1540 Wilmington
Drive, DuPont. 253-548-3326.
April 2: 6 p.m. Author Langdon Cook on wild foods. Parkland/Spanaway library, 13718 Pacific
Ave. S., Tacoma. 253-548-3304.
April 2: 6:30 p.m. Birding Basics. Sumner library, 1116 Fryar Ave., Sumner. 253-548-3306.
April 2: 6:30 p.m. Author Jordan Hanssen. Collins library, University of Puget Sound, 1500 N.
Warner St., Tacoma.
April 5: 10 a.m. Write Your Memoir. Gig Harbor library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive NW, Gig
Harbor. 253-548-3305.
April 5: 1 p.m. Wildflower and waterfall photography. Fife library, 6622 20th St. E., Fife. 253548-3323.

April 5: 1 p.m. Book Art with Mitzi Lindgren. Parkland/Spanaway library, 13718 Pacific Ave.
S., Tacoma. 253-548-3304.
April 7: 3 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. Graham library, 9202 224th St. E., Graham. 253-5483322.
April 8: 6 p.m. Hiking 101. Milton/Edgewood library, Surprise Lake Square, 900 Meridian Ave.
E. Suite 29, Milton. 253-548-3325.
April 8-9: 4 p.m. Write your memoir. Sumner library, 1116 Fryar Ave., Sumner. 253-548-3306.
April 9: 3:30 p.m. and 4:04 p.m. Creating backyard habitats for birds. South Hill library, 15420
Meridian Ave. E., Puyallup. 253-548-3303.
April 9: 6:30 p.m. Wildflower and waterfall photography. DuPont library, 1540 Wilmington
Drive, DuPont. 253-548-3326.
April 12: 10:30 a.m. Write your memoir. University Place library, 3609 Market Place W. Suite
100, University Place. 253-548-3307.
April 12: 2 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. Summit library, 5107 112th St. E., Tacoma. 253-5483321.
April 12: 2 p.m. Build a birdhouse. Tillicum library, 14916 Washington Ave. SW, Lakewood.
253-548-3314.
April 14: 7 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. South Hill library, 15420 Meridian Ave. E., Puyallup.
253-548-3303
April 15: 6:30 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. DuPont library, 1540 Wilmington Drive, DuPont.
253-548-3326.
April 16: 6:30 p.m. Hiking with children. Gig Harbor library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive NW,
Gig Harbor. 253-548-3305.
April 17: 1 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. Parkland/Spanaway library, 13718 Pacific Ave. S.,
Tacoma. 253-548-3304.
April 18: 10 a.m. Book Discussion. University Place library, 3609 Market Place W. Suite 100,
University Place. 253-548-3307
April 19: 1 p.m. Wildflower and waterfall photography. South Hill library, 15420 Meridian Ave.
E., Puyallup. 253-548-3303.
April 19: 1 p.m. Bike tune-up essentials. REI, 3825 S. Steele St., Tacoma. 253-671-1938.

April 24: 7 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. Bonney Lake library, 18501 90th St. E., Bonney Lake.
253-548-3308.
April 24: 7 p.m. ―Wild‖ book discussion. Gig Harbor library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive NW,
Gig Harbor. 253-548-3305.
Rosemary Ponnekanti: 253-597-8568 rosemary.ponnekanti@thenewstribune.com
Read more here: http://www.thenewstribune.com/2014/03/02/3074519/local-reading-programdecides.html#storylink=cpy

Pierce County Library customers have new free
services
South Puget Sound News
February 5, 2014 By News Room Leave a Comment

Pierce County Library customers can now download popular magazines, music albums, movies
and television shows through two new services—free with a Pierce County Library card.
Magazines (Zinio)
Zinio, the library‘s first-ever magazine download service, offers readers current and back issues
of popular magazines. Titles include Martha Stewart Living, Rolling Stone, Esquire, Men‘s
Health, Forbes, Every Day with Rachel Ray, and more—84 titles in all. There are no waiting lists
and no lending periods; people can keep the magazines forever if they like. And, there‘s no limit
to the number of magazines that can be downloaded at once. Read on a computer or on a mobile
device via Zinio‘s Apple and Android apps. USA Today named Zinio one of its Best Apps for
2013.
Music, movies and TV shows (Hoopla)
The library replaced its free music download service, Freegal, with a service called Hoopla. With
a Pierce County Library card, customers can now access more than 300,000 albums, including
alternative, dance, jazz, punk, reggae and rock. With the library‘s former music service,
customers were limited to single song downloads. The new service offers the entire album for
download. There are no waiting lists and no late fees. Download albums immediately and enjoy
them for seven days. Titles automatically return after the lending period is over. Unlike the
library‘s previous music service, customers are no longer allowed to keep music downloads.
The library added movies and TV shows to the Hoopla experience. With a library card,
customers can choose from more than 6,000 movies and television shows of all types and from
all eras. As with music downloads, there are no waiting lists and no late fees. Start streaming
immediately or download to a computer or mobile device for later viewing (get the Hoopla app
from an app store). Enjoy movie and TV show selections within three days. Titles automatically
return after the lending period is over.
Through Hoopla, each library card holder can check out a total of eight items per month—music,
movies and TV shows combined.
Pierce County Library also offers e-book and audio book downloads as well as online resources
and online classes such as Microsoft IT Academy and hundreds of continuing education topics.

South Puget Sound News

StoryCorps comes to town
Published by the Tacoma Weekly
January 06, 2014 @ 10:33 am

As a winner of the 2013 National Media for Museum and Library Service award, Pierce County
Library System will partner with StoryCorps in March to record interviews with people whose
lives have been changed as a result of their experience with Pierce County Library.
Stories of individuals, groups, communities or businesses that have been affected by Pierce
County Library are needed. This could be through services, staff, events or other resources the
Library provides. StoryCorps is known for its compelling content. Nominees‘ stories should
demonstrate that the Library was part of a life-changing or community-altering event. The
change could be confined to a single person, group or could affect a whole community.
Interviews are between two people, so interview pairs are needed. Nominations can be made at
www.piercecountylibrary.org, search site: StoryCorps. In 150 words or less, the nomination
should describe the interview pair and make a brief case for why each individual should be
chosen. Submission deadline is Jan. 21.
Each interview is 40 minutes long. The library will work with StoryCorps to choose one of the
full-length audio recordings to be edited to two minutes. Once edited, that interview will be
posted on StoryCorps‘ Institute of Museum and Library Service (IMLS) page with the other nine
winners from the 2013 IMLS class. The interview also will be posted to the Pierce County
Library website and could be chosen to air on NPR. The library hopes to find resources to edit
and share the other 17 full-length interviews.

Learn about fossils at Lakewood Pierce County
Library
January 24, 2014 By News Room Leave a Comment

Kids ages 6 to 17 can learn how to dig for fossils and identify them during a February 1 event at
the Lakewood Pierce County Library.
Puyallup Valley Gem and Mineral Club members will show samples and talk about all different
types of fossils: from dinosaurs to plants to sea creatures.
The event will take place from 1-2 p.m. at the Lakewood Pierce County Library, located at 6300
Wildaire Road, S.W. , Lakewood, WA 98499.
No registration is required. Call 253-548-3302 with questions.

Going Places

21 Ways to Celebrate the Month of Love
by Seattle's Child Staff
Comments (0) Print
ShareThis

Celebrate the month of love with the people you love best at these family-friendly, Valentinethemed events.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
SEATTLE AREA
Valentine’s Day Family Night. Make cookies, cards and personalized picture frames (bring a
photo). Afterward, school-age kids can enjoy a bounce house and snacks. 5 to 6:30 p.m. $. Bitter
Lake Community Center, Seattle (Bitter Lake). www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/Bitterlk.htm.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
SEATTLE AREA
Love ‘em or Leave ‘em Valentine’s Day Dash. 5K run/walk with a ―tunnel of love‖ fence for
leaving notes to participants. 8 a.m. registration, 9:15 a.m. kids' dash (ages 10 and younger), 9:30
a.m. run/walk. $$$, free kids‘ dash. Green Lake Park, Seattle. www.valentinesdaydash.com.

Valentine’s Day Celebration. Watch as zoo animals receive heart-shaped fruit juice ice pops,
honey, strawberries, heart-shaped steaks and other favorite treats. Included with admission. 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. $ to $$, free ages 2 and younger. Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle (Phinney Ridge).
www.zoo.org.

EASTSIDE
My Little Valentine. Kids ages 2 to 5 and a caregiver will make a lunchbox together, decorate a
sweet treat, and make a gift to bring home for someone special. 10 to 11:30 a.m. $$$. Preregister. Northwest Arts Center, Bellevue. https://bellevuewa.gov/northwest_arts.htm.
SOUTH SOUND
Chocolate Festival. Learn about the history of chocolate from an ethnobotanist (1 p.m., ages 12
and older), make pop-up valentines (1 p.m., all ages) and play games involving chocolate (2:15
p.m., all ages). FREE. Lakewood Library, Lakewood. www.piercecountylibrary.org.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
EASTSIDE
Happy Valentine’s Day to our Animal Friends. Kids ages 5 to 8 will deliver Valentine treats
to the farm animals, make cards for special people and enjoy a goodie themselves. 1:30 to 3 p.m.
$$$. Pre-register. Kelsey Creek Farm Park, Bellevue. www.farmerjayne.com.
SOUTH SOUND
Valentine Origami. Kids ages 6 to 12 will learn how to fold special valentines for their loved
ones. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. FREE. Pre-register. South Hill Library, Puyallup.
www.piercecountylibrary.org.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
SEATTLE AREA
Tot Trek: Animals We Love. Instill a love of nature in your toddler this Valentine‘s Day with
fun, age-appropriate outdoor activities in the Piper‘s Creek watershed. 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. $.
Pre-register. Carkeek Park, Seattle (Broadview).
www.seattle.gov/parks/environment/carkeek.htm.

Mighty Mites Valentine’s Fun. Enjoy Valentine‘s Day surprises at this week‘s Mighty Mites
playtime. Ages 5 and younger. 10:30 a.m. to noon. $. Miller Community Center, Seattle (Capitol
Hill). www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/miller.htm.
Valentine’s Day Heart Hop. Kids ages 2 to 5 can enjoy games, treats, crafts, cookie decorating,
face painting and a bouncy house. 10:30 a.m. to noon. $. High Point Community Center, West
Seattle. www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/highpt.htm.
Tot Sweetheart Valentine’s Day Party. Enjoy a special toddler open gym with extra-fun
bouncy houses, cookie and card-making, snacks and juice. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $. Bitter Lake
Community Center, Seattle (Bitter Lake). www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/Bitterlk.htm.
Valentine Appreciation Day. Come enjoy Valentine‘s Day snacks, treats, card-making, games
and more. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. FREE. Van Asselt Community Center, Seattle (Beacon Hill).
www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/vanasseltcc.htm.
NORTH SOUND
Family Valentine’s Party and Dance. Dancing, photos, crafts, dessert and more. 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. FREE. Rosehill Community Center, Mukilteo. www.ci.mukilteo.wa.us.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
VALENTINE’S DAY
SEATTLE AREA
A Safari Valentine. Interactive, 35-minute program of musical games, stories and songs,
presented in a Valentine‘s Day theme by Let Your Music Shine with Lisa & Linda. Part of the
Tiny Tots series for ages birth through 4. 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. today and Sat., plus 11:30 and 1
p.m. Sat. $$. Benaroya Hall, Downtown Seattle. www.seattlesymphony.org.
Octopus Blind Date. Aquarium biologists will set the mood with flowers, hearts and music as
two octopuses meet. Noon to 1 p.m. Included with admission. $$ to $$$. Seattle Aquarium,
Downtown Seattle. www.seattleaquarium.org.
Sweetheart Soiree Retro Prom. All-ages dance with hits from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s, plus
enjoy a chocolate fondue fountain. 6:30 to 8 p.m. $. Ravenna-Eckstein Community Center,
Seattle (Ravenna). www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/ravennaecksteincc.htm.
Family Fun Friday: Baskets of Love. Make a basket of sweet treats and fancy Valentine‘s Day
cards for your loved ones. 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. while supplies last. $. Alki Community Center, West
Seattle. www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/alkicc.htm.
Northwest Seaport Chantey Sing. Connect to our maritime heritage by singing sea chanteys:
songs of the sea, ships and sailors. All ages are welcome at tonight‘s sing-along, which features

nautical love songs led by Dan Roberts aboard a historic boat. 8 to 10 p.m. FREE. Virginia V at
the Historic Ships Wharf, Seattle (South Lake Union). www.nwseaport.org.
SOUTH SOUND
Anti-Valentine’s Party. Those who love to hate Valentine‘s Day can come to a party featuring
moody music, broken heart cookies, cranky crafts and unsentimental games. Dark clothing
encouraged. Ages 10 to 18. 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. FREE. Summit Library, Tacoma.
www.piercecountylibrary.org.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
SOUTH SOUND
Valentine Tea. Enjoy tea, cakes, a fashion show and a silent auction. Period dress encouraged. 2
p.m. $$. Reservations required. Fort Steilacoom, Lakewood. www.historicfortsteilacoom.org.
FARTHER AFIELD
The Harmonica Pocket Sings Songs of Love. Interactive concert featuring family-friendly love
songs, with games and props to add to the fun. Doors open 10:30 a.m., show at 11 a.m. $ to $$.
The Bloedel Reserve, Bainbridge Island. www.bloedelreserve.org.
Photos courtesy the Valentine's Day Dash website and Woodland Park Zoo.
- See more at: http://www.seattleschild.com/article/kid-friendly-valentines-dayevents#sthash.Y6kpGc0S.dpuf

New online classes for library customers
The Suburban Times
Linda Farmer | February 2, 2014 | 0 Comments

Starting this week, Pierce County Library customers can access hundreds of online continuing
education classes through Universal Class. The online classes are free with a Pierce County
Library card.
With a growing catalog of more than 540 courses, subjects include computers, business, home
and garden, health and medicine, hobbies and more.
Universal Class offers a self-paced educational experience. Dedicated instructors guide the
learning through video-based lessons and graded tests.
The library offers two classes in February to help people get started with Universal Class.
Feb. 4, 2 – 3 p.m.
Gig Harbor Pierce County Library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive N.W. 98335
Feb. 10, 2 – 3:30 p.m.
Lakewood Pierce County Library, 6300 Wildaire Road S.W. 98499

Meet best-selling author J.A. Jance at U.P.
library
The Suburban Times
Linda Farmer | February 18, 2014 | 0 Comments
Meet New York Times best-selling author J.A. Jance at 7 p.m. on Feb. 26 at University Place Pierce
County Library, 3609 Market Place W. Jance will talk and sign books.
Free tickets required
To attend the free event, visit University Place Library for a free ticket. Limit two per person, while
supplies last. Friends of the University Place Library are sponsoring this free event.
Newest Ali Reynolds book
Jance’s newest book in the Ali Reynolds series—“Moving Target”—is scheduled to be released Feb. 18,
and will be available for purchase at the event. The ninth book in the series that features Reynolds,
“Moving Target” is a high-stakes thriller that spans the continents. Reynolds solves a cold case murder
and figures out who wants a juvenile offender dead.
J.A. Jance: life and works
Jance is the New York Times best-selling author of the Ali Reynolds series, J.P. Beaumont series,
Joanna Brady series and four thrillers about the Walker family. She was born in South Dakota and
brought up in Bisbee, Ariz. Jance lives in Seattle, Wash., and Tucson, Ariz.

Meet author and wine expert Mike Veseth at U.P. library
The Suburban Times
Linda Farmer | February 17, 2014 | 0 Comments
The community is invited to meet local author Mike Veseth during a free event at University Place Pierce
County Library, 3609 Market Place W., Suite 100, on Thursday, Feb. 20, at 7 p.m.
Veseth will entertain and inform as he shares about his books: “Wine Wars” and “Extreme Wine.” Books
will be available for purchase and signing.
A Tacoma resident and wine lover, Veseth teaches international political economy at the University of
Puget Sound, is active in the American Association of Wine Economists, and writes the Wine Economist
blog.
Free event sponsored by Friends of the University Place Library.

‘The Boy with the Gun’ author Brandon Stogsdill at Lakewood library
The Suburban Times
March 3, 2014 by Linda Farmer Leave a Comment
Meet local author Brandon Stogsdill at 7 p.m. on March 10 at Lakewood Pierce County Library,
6300 Wildaire Road S.W.
Stogsdill discusses the true life events written about in his book ―The Boy with the Gun: From
Incarceration to Higher Education.‖ He went from being a troubled kid and imprisoned felon to
a college graduate, successful counselor and author.
At 17, he was arrested, tried as an adult for assault with a deadly weapon and sentenced to four
years in prison.
While in prison, Stogsdill vowed to change. He chose education over crime and action sports
over fights.
When he was released from prison, Stogsdill enrolled in college and began a career in
psychology. Today he works as a youth mental health counselor.
While growing up in Tacoma, snowboarding and racing BMX bikes made Stogsdill feel truly
alive. He now introduces young kids with mental health issues to action sports and makes a
difference for others.
Free event sponsored by FRIENDS of Lakewood Library.

Free Events for Life after High School
Suburban Times
February 27, 2014 by Linda Farmer 1 Comment
The Pierce County Library System will be hosting a series of ―Life After High School‖ events at
various libraries over the next few months.
Alternatives to College: Apprenticeships – Interested in construction or a trade career? Find out
what apprenticeship alternatives to college are available.
Building Credit – Discover the impact of credit reports and credit scores, benefits of having good
credit and ten keys to effective credit building.
Buying Your First Car – Walk with through all aspects of the car buying process in this
interactive course.
Community and Technical Colleges – Learn about options and discover what it takes to apply,
pay for and succeed in Washington state community and technical colleges with a panel of
advisors and current students.
Planning for College – Explore options for college expenses, including tax-free savings plans,
government loans, scholarships, grants and lines of credit.
SAT Practice Test – Take a free, full-length practice SAT to get ready for the real
test. Registration required. Register online @ piercecountylibrary.org/calendar
SAT Test Results – For Parents and Students – Learn about college admissions and pick up tips
for test preparation and overcoming text anxiety.
What Does it Take? For Parents and Students – Understand admission requirements for
Washington state colleges and universities.
Lakewood Pierce County Library, 6300 Wildaire Road S.W., Lakewood, WA 98499 • 253-5483302



Buying Your First Car – Wednesday, April 2, 4 – 5 p.m.
Building Credit – Thursday, May 1, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Parkland/Spanaway Pierce County Library, 13718 Pacific Ave. S., Tacoma, WA 98444 • 253548-3304




SAT Practice Test – Saturday, March 15, 12:30 – 4:30 p.m.
SAT Test Results – Tuesday, March 25, 7 – 8 p.m.
What Does it Take? – Saturday, May 17, 1 – 2 p.m.

South Hill Pierce County Library, 15420 Meridian E., South Hill, WA 98375 • 253-548-3303



Alternatives to College: Apprenticeships – Wednesday, May 7, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Buying Your First Car – Wednesday, May 14, 4 – 5 p.m.

University Place Pierce County Library, 3609 Market Place W., Suite 100 98466 • 253-548-3307


Building Credit – Wednesday, April 9, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Comments

1. Mary Hammond says
February 28, 2014 at 3:10 pm
What a brilliant idea for library programming! Young adults can all learn useful tips as
they prepare to move on, whether or not college is in their immediate plans. Hope there‘s
a SRO turnout for each of these!

Learn about 3D Printing at library
The Suburban Times
March 3, 2014 by Linda Farmer Leave a Comment
Thanks to generous gifts from Afinia 3D Printers and SpaceClaim, members of the community
have the opportunity to learn all about 3D printing at Gig Harbor Pierce County Library, 4424
Point Fosdick Drive N.W.
People can learn about 3D Printing and see a demonstration of the library‘s new Afinia 3D
Printers. Free events at the library include a short discussion of the history of 3D printing, the
different types of 3D printing and the 3D printing process. The discussion will be followed by a
demonstration of the 3D printers.






4 p.m. on March 5
5 p.m. on March 12
6:30 p.m. on March 19
6:30 p.m. on April 9
2 p.m. on April 29

The library will offer a series of hands-on classes, 3D Printing for Beginners, scheduled to begin
in June. Information and registration for these classes will be available in May on the Pierce
County Library website.

Westside Story: FRIENDS of Lakewood Library Used
Book Sale
The Suburban Times
March 2, 2014 by Joe Boyle Leave a Comment
Do not miss the spring FRIENDS of Lakewood Library popular used book sale at the Lakewood
Library, 6300 Wildaire Road SW, Lakewood, Washington, 98499.
This is your opportunity to buy used books, records, magazines, maps, CDs, DVDs and VCR
tapes at a huge discount. Mark these dates on your calendar.

MEMBER APPRECIATION NIGHT
Thursday, March 6, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Members may check in beginning at 4 p.m. but early checkin is not required. At this sale only, there is a limit of 25 items per member. Refreshments will be
served.
If you are not yet a FRIENDS member, join and receive an attractive tote bag. There are several
categories of memberships ranging in cost from $15 to $100.
MEMBERS-ONLY PRE-SALE
Tuesday, March 11, 5:30 – 8 p.m. Check in begins at 3 p.m. Silent auction items will be
available. No limits at this sale. Refreshments will be served.
PUBLIC SALES
Friday, March 14 and Saturday, March 15, 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. No Limits at this sale.

CITY NEWS
Published in the Tacoma Weekly
Tuesday, 14 January 2014
GET HELP WITH AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
Need help enrolling in affordable health insurance? Washington State certified in-person
assisters will be available to help walk you through the enrollment process at these times and
locations:
Lakewood Pierce County Library (6300 Wildaire Rd. S.W.), Jan. 30, 1-5:30 p.m., call (253) 5483302 to register
Parkland/Spanaway Pierce County Library (13718 Pacific Ave. S.), Feb. 4, 2-6 p.m., call (253)
548-3304 to register
South Hill Pierce County Library (15420 Meridian E.), Feb. 11, 2-5:30 p.m., call 253-548-3303
to register
University Place Pierce County Library (3609 Market Pl. W., Suite 100), Mondays on Jan. 13
and 27; Feb. 3, 10 and 24; March 3, 10, 17 and 24; 4-6 p.m. and Thursdays on Jan. 16, 23 and
30; Feb. 6, 13, 20 and 27; March 6, 13, 20 and 27; 4 – 6 p.m., call 253-548-3307 to register.
These free events are made possible through a partnership with the Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department and Pierce County Library System.
Find more information at http://www.piercecountylibrary.org, search site: ACA

CITY NEWS
Published in the Tacoma Weekly
Monday, 30 December 2013
FREE CLASSES OFFERED FOR ASPIRING U.S. CITIZENS
People will find help with becoming a U.S. citizen during free classes at Pierce County Libraries.
Participants will prepare for the citizenship exam, and learn about American history, democracy,
interviews and vocabulary.
Registration is required. To sign up, contact Tacoma Community House, 1314 S. ‗L‘ St., in
person, by phone: (253) 383-3951 or by email to citizenship@tacomacommunityhouse.org.
Tacoma Community House offers help in Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian and Vietnamese. They
will help people with completion of Application for Naturalization N-400, fee waiver
information and class requirements, including registration, information session and English level
testing.
Citizenship classes at Pierce County Library will take place at Lakewood Pierce County Library,
6300 Wildaire Rd. S.W., on Saturdays from Jan. 11 to March 15, 8:30-11:30 a.m. and at the
University Place Pierce County Library, 3609 Market Place W., Suite 100, on Tuesdays from
Jan. 7 to March 18.
Locations and times will be announced later for sessions on the following dates: April 7–June 19,
July 7–Sept. 11, and Sept. 29–Dec. 11.

Communications
 Thank you note to Neel Parikh from Dona Ponepinto, United Way’s newly
hired CEO.

Other Libraries





New library boss wants to get a read on Calgary
Local libraries offer up much more than books
The Future of Library Services for and with Teens: A Call to Action
Jimmy Fallon, Chicago mayor take a chilly dip

Local libraries offer up much more than
books
By MATT CAMPBELL | The Kansas City Star

PHOTOS BY ALLISON LONG | THE KANSAS CITY STAR
The Woodneath branch of the Mid-Continent Public Library has unveiled the Espresso Book Machine, a book-printing
contraption that will become the centerpiece of the facility’s planned Story Center. Cody Croan tests the machine,
which can bind self-published or established manuscripts into paperback book form. The library offers classes on
formatting files, and a staff member assists in the printing.

The Espresso Book Machine holds many seeming contradictions.
It’s a machine to print books on paper in the age of e-readers. But it relies on digital
content.
It can produce 3.4 million titles on demand and each in a matter of minutes. But it sits
in the middle of a library surrounded by shelves that it could make obsolete.
It was created to break the model of book supply and distribution that has existed since
Gutenberg invented the printing press.
But the Mid-Continent Public Library hopes it will encourage people to become their
own publishers, printing their own original content.
“I’m excited about this,” said Mid-Continent Director Steven Potter. “I think a lot of
people are going to do things with it, and not just take their crack at writing the great
American novel, but things like collecting family recipes and interesting family stories.”
The Espresso Book Machine, brand new at the new Woodneath library branch in the
Northland, is a symbol of the many ways modern public libraries are striving to remain
relevant in the digital age.

FRED BLOCHER | THE KANSAS CITY STAR
Lori Zeller of Blue Springs plays along with her sons Parker (left), 5, and Fletcher, 3, during story time at the Blue
Springs North Branch of the Mid-Continent Public Library. Zeller hopes their weekly visits to the library will keep her
boys interested in reading.

The Kansas City Public Library has dived in-to a wide menu of public programming.
The Cass County Public Library is struggling with falling circulation, but it has creative
offerings for children.
“As long as the library can continue to offer information that people want, the format
doesn’t really matter much,” said Jim Staley, a spokesman for Mid-Continent, which
serves people in Clay, Platte and Jackson counties.
The book machine will become a centerpiece of the Story Center that is planned for
the 1850s house adjacent to the Woodneath branch at 8900 N.E. Flintlock Road. As
envisioned, the center will be a place where people can take writing workshops and
produce their own works in digital, audio, video or traditional print formats.
The library is hoping to raise $3 million to $4 million to convert the house for the
Story Center by 2015. In the meantime, the Espresso Book Machine has just recently
become available for public use at the Woodneath branch.
Librarian Cody Croan demonstrated its abilities recently by producing a retail-ready
paperback copy of “Moon-Face and Other Stories” by Jack London. The machine’s

clear plastic sides allow you to watch as the pages are printed, folded and bound by
glue to a full-color cover.
The book popped out in a tray on the side of the Espresso machine. The price was
$19.75, including a copyright royalty of $8.50.
But library patrons can also print their own works, from poetry to family histories,
for a flat fee of $5 plus 4.5 cents per page. The fee is necessary to offset the $120,000
the library board authorized to buy the Espresso Book Machine.
The library offers classes on formatting files, and a staff member assists in the
printing.
Self-produced books could potentially be added to the Mid-Continent collection and
the authors invited to do talks at various branches.
“It doesn’t necessarily mean that’s going to lead you to bestseller-list success,” Croan
said, “but it’s a very good start on that path.”
There is no other Espresso Book Machine in the Kansas City area.
“This is not just something for the Shoal Creek community or the Liberty community
or the Northland,” Croan said. “It’s something for the whole Kansas City metro area.”

FRED BLOCHER | THE KANSAS CITY STAR
“Storytime lady” Bobbi Dwyer keeps her little listeners engaged on a Thursday morning during story time at the Blue
Springs North Branch. Parent Lori Zeller says she enjoys the vitality Dwyer brings to the activity.

Cooper Smith, 3, pretends he’s a polar bear, hopping across floating sheets of “ice” that spell out the word “bears.”

Loretta Yusten of Parkville tied a polar bear mask on daughter Jersey Yusten, 3. They made the mask at story time.

Lucia Peterson, 3, of Parkville, jumps to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It.”

PHOTOS BY SHANE KEYSER | THE KANSAS CITY STAR Children and parents listened intently during story time
at the Parkville Branch of the Mid-Continent Pubic Library.

Mid-Continent, which has 35 locations in a district that includes nearly 800,000
people, is one of the largest public library systems in the country. The budget is about
$41 million and comes almost exclusively from a property tax of 32 cents per $100 of
assessed valuation.
While total circulation has been relatively stable over the last few years, the e-book
portion has exploded from just 22,000 in 2010 to more than 414,000 in 2012.
“Our online activity is growing by leaps and bounds, whereas a lot of our physical
activity is tapering off or stabilizing,” said Potter. “And that is simply reacting to what
people are saying they want.”
The Pew Research Center reports that in December 2011, 17 percent of adult
Americans said they had read an e-book in the previous year. By last month, that figure
had grown to 28 percent.
It’s still a book world, however. Mid-Continent’s spending for print acquisition last
year was flat at about $3.5 million, but the budget for e-books jumped 50 percent from
$500,000 to about $750,000, Staley said.
The library even teaches patrons how to use the various electronic devices that
presumably spell doom for the printed book. The library offers a full range of free
classes, from one titled “I’m Sitting in Front of the Computer,: Now What?” to
workshops on using sophisticated software, which is also available at the library. Many
of the tutorials are free online so patrons don’t even have to come in.

The library is embracing technology in other areas as well.
Mid-Continent, which has the largest freestanding public genealogy library in the
country, is busily engaged in digitizing that collection in Independence.
The Midwest Genealogy Center holds a seminar each spring, and the theme this year
is all about technology, like using hand-held scanners and flash drives. For more
information, go to midwestgenealogycenter.org.
Another tech-based initiative is a partnership between the library and the Truman
Heartland Community Foundation that has resulted in an online directory of area
services for seniors and their caretakers. It is a crowd-sourced project in which people
are encouraged to contribute their experiences and ratings of service providers.
The site is careconnection.mymcpl.org and, since its launch last summer, already has
more than 260 listings.
Despite all the technology — or perhaps because of it — libraries are proving resilient
as comfortable places for human interaction. Potter believes they are ideally suited to
be the “third place” after home and work for Americans.
“It is a place to gather to form community, to discuss great ideas,” he said, “a
nonthreatening place where all things are welcome.”
For Mid-Continent, that is borne out by a more than 20 percent growth in library
visits since 2001. A large driver of that is the more than 60 “story times” every week for
families, preschoolers, toddlers and even babies at the various branches. It’s no
accident that Mid-Continent’s current strategic focus is on early literacy.
That’s great for Lori Zeller, a teacher turned stay-at-home mom who brings her two
preschool boys to story time every Thursday morning at the Blue Springs North
Branch, 850 NW. Hunter Drive. She loves the vitality that story time leader Bobbi
Dwyer brings.
“It’s not your typical quiet library time,” said Zeller. “They’re kids, and they need
energy.”
The story times help her kids, 5-year-old Parker and 3-year-old Fletcher, stay
interested in reading. They both ask to go to the library.
“My kids walk in that door, and everybody in that building greets them and knows
them and knows us,” Zeller said.
Every Sunday, the Kansas City Public Library blasts to about 25,000 households an
email full of activities for the week: lectures, theatrical productions, exhibits,
recitations, films and more.
Overall library visits may have fallen in recent years, but attendance at events has
exploded from about 16,000 in 1999 to more than 113,000. More than 46,000 people

attended exhibits at the library in 2012-13, and more than 2,000 people attended films.
C-SPAN coverage of numerous library events has greatly expanded the audience.
“One of the things we have discovered is that there is a tremendous hunger for bookbased programs,” said Henry Fortunato, the Kansas City Public Library’s director of
public affairs. “A chance to meet an author, to hear an author talk about his or her
latest work.”
Library author events are free and popular. A recent appearance at the Plaza branch
by Bruce Katz of the Brookings Institution drew several hundred people.
And making history come alive is the aim of a signature program called “Meet the
Past,” in which library Director

PHOTOS BY ALLISON LONG | THE KANSAS CITY STAR
The Kansas City Public Library offers a wide range of programs to attract people to its branches. Recently, several
hundred people gathered at the Plaza branch to hear Bruce Katz of the Brookings Institution.

Free author events, including one by Bruce Katz, have become popular programs in Kansas City.

R. Crosby Kemper III interviews actors portraying colorful Kansas City personalities.
The popular program is aired on KCPT public television. The latest, to be taped this
spring, will feature actor Walter Coppage as Martin Luther King Jr.
“I think our public affairs programming, our adult programming and lifetime
learning program is the best in the country,” said Kemper, noting that many events are
themed together to add depth and context. “I think we’re the only library in the country
doing things that are this organized.”
The library’s book circulation has dropped more than 14 percent since 1999, even
though per capita circulation has actually grown a bit as the population of the district
has shrunk. But there were more than 79,000 e-books and audio books circulated in
2012-13, a figure that has nearly doubled every year since 2008.
The library this month introduced a new Netflix-like service called Hoopla that
allows patrons to download and stream popular video and audiobooks for free.
The library’s Missouri Valley Special Collections, with its vast trove of local historical
documents, is currently cataloging a windfall of materials regarding the Kansas City
stockyards.
With practically nothing left of the actual yards in the West Bottoms, the 5,000 or so
documents contain building plans, maps and other materials from the 1890s to the
1950s. They were donated to the library in 2008 by Bill Haw, owner of the Livestock
Exchange Building.
“It’s a remarkable record of how that whole West Bottoms evolved over time,” said
Eli Paul, director of special collections.
The library received a $101,000 grant from the Council on Library and Information
Resources to catalog the materials. An exhibit about the stockyards based on that
material is to open at the Central Library this spring.
The Kansas City Public Library dates to 1873 and now encompasses a population of
about 250,000 people. It has revenue of $18.5 million, most of which comes from a
property tax levy of 5 cents. It consists of a Central Library downtown, a Country Club
Plaza branch and eight other locations.
The library is entering a joint project with the National World War I Museum at
Liberty Memorial and other area library systems from August through October to be
called “The Great War, The Great Read.” The public will be encouraged to read Barbara
Tuchman’s history “The Guns of August” and Erich Maria Remarque’s novel “All Quiet
on the Western Front” to mark the centenary of the war.
The Great Read is to be accompanied by speakers, film screenings and a traveling
exhibit.

Fortunato also is cultivating a program for the North-East branch of the library that
focuses on the ethnic and cultural diversities in Kansas City’s old Northeast
neighborhoods. Pilot programs have involved the Kurdish, Bhutanese and Vietnamese
communities and have attracted 75 to 85 people each.
Another series of programs, planned for 2 p.m. on the second Saturdays in April,
June, August, October and December, will include Haitian-Caribbean, Indian, Somali
and Burmese cultures. The programs explore music, poetry, history and cuisine and
will include first-person accounts from immigrants in Kansas City.

SHANE KEYSER | THE KANSAS CITY STAR
Library assistant Devon Stansbury reads a book about the Chinese New Year during pajama story time at the Belton
branch of the Cass County Public Library. Kids are invited to wear PJs and slippers to these evening events.

“If you look beyond the library’s circulation numbers, we’re about knowledge,”
Fortunato said. “We’re about ideas. We’re getting out there into the community. That’s
who we are. Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t, but more often than not it
seems to hit a chord.”
The Cass County Public Library saw its circulation plummet 21 percent in 2013, from
670,596 to 529,865, and finds itself challenged to provide library spaces and services
that people want.
The Cass County library covers a population of about 100,000 people with a budget
of $2.6 million and a levy of 15 cents.

That limits how many copies of popular books and e-books the library can offer,
compared to larger library systems with bigger budgets.
“We do buy multiple copies of the hottest books, but we’ll buy 10 to 12 instead of 50
to 60,” said Seth Hershberger, assistant library director. “Our patrons will have to wait
a little longer, which drives down our circulation numbers. We try to invest more in the
things we can afford to do, like providing really good quality programming.”
But the library rents the space for all of its six branches, which means it hasn’t been
able to design a custom facility.
“Most of our facilities, including the one in Belton, lack community rooms, separate
areas for programming or quiet areas and adequate square footage for those things,”
Hershberger said.
Despite the slide in circulation, however, the library still drew nearly 5,500 new
patrons last year, nearly 20 percent of the total.
Many of those people are drawn to innovative programming like “Paws to Read,” in
which children read to therapy dogs, and pajama story times, in which children wear
their PJs and slippers to the library for evening activities.
“Our branches are still very busy, but I find the recent trend of declining use
alarming and an indication that we need to do some evolving and adapting to the way
people want to use libraries,” Hershberger said.
A starting point is an online survey that the library recently sent out to patrons.
“The hope is we’ll be able to look at that and make some decisions about what
priorities we should have with the resources we have,” Hershberger said, “and also
what we could say to people that would be really appealing to them and might
encourage them to be supportive of an increase in the levy to support a better library
system.”
To reach Matt Campbell, call
816-234-4902 or send email to mcampbell@kcstar.com.
THE LIBRARY “IS A PLACE TO GATHER TO FORM COMMUNITY, TO DISCUSS GREAT
IDEAS, A NONTHREATENING PLACE WHERE ALL THINGS ARE WELCOME.”
Steven Potter, Mid-Continent Public Library director
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EARLY READING PROFICIENCY
in the United States

Today’s children are our nation’s hope
for building a strong future economy and
thriving society. One of the key milestones
on the path to success is learning to read
in the early grades. As documented in
the Casey Foundation’s reports Early
Warning: Why Reading by the End of
Third Grade Matters and Early Warning
Confirmed, the end of third grade marks
the point when children transition from
learning to read to using reading to learn
other subjects. Children who read proficiently by the end of third grade are more
likely to graduate from high school and to
be economically successful in adulthood.1
This report provides an update on
how fourth graders are faring in reading
across the nation and in each state.
According to the most recent National
Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) data, 80 percent of low-income
fourth graders and 66 percent of all fourth
graders are not proficient in reading.2
Although improvements have been made
in the past decade, reading proficiency
remains unacceptably low in an economic
environment that requires increasing
levels of education and skills for familysustaining jobs. By 2020, the United States
is expected to face a shortage of 1.5 million
workers with college degrees but will have
a surplus of 6 million individuals without
a high school diploma who are unemployed
because they lack necessary educational

credentials.3 If we do not make sure all
children gain the needed reading skills to
be successful in school, their future educational and economic prospects will be dim,
and our economy will lag.

EARLY READING PROFICIENCY

The Annie E. Casey Foundation  |  www.aecf.org

There are many paths to success in
life, but they all begin with a strong foundation in health, social-emotional skills
and cognitive development. Brain research
tells us that the first eight years are critical

FIGURE 1

Percentage of Fourth-Grade Students Reading
Below Proficient Levels, 2013
Although reading proficiency rates have improved for most demographic
groups over the last decade, large disparities still exist by race, income
and disability status and for dual-language learners.
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for building the foundation for future
learning and emotional development.
Unfortunately, by the time they are
8 years old, many children—especially
those living in low-income families—have
not met the developmental milestones
that are essential for future success in
school and in life.4 This gap often starts
early as a result of health problems at
birth, contributing to lags in language and
social-emotional skill development in early
childhood. Low-income children are also
more likely to miss out on high-quality
early learning experiences, which can help
mitigate these delays.5 Once they reach
the early grades, children in economically
fragile families often attend schools that
lack high-quality teaching and learning
environments. They also face family-related
FIGURE 2

Gap in Fourth-Grade Reading Proficiency Scores
Between Lower- and Higher-Income Students
The gap in reading proficiency based on family income is highest in Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Illinois where scores for higher-income students
are at least 36 percentage points better than their lower-income peers.
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Despite improvements, disparities
remain across income and racial groups

Over the past decade, there has been some
improvement in reading proficiency for
most groups of children, including all of
the five largest racial groups. However,
these gains have not significantly reduced
disparities associated with income level
and race, as well as dual-language learning
and disability status.
Scores for higher- and lower-income
groups improved in the past decade, but
proficiency levels increased significantly
more for higher-income students (17 percent
improvement) than for their lower-income
peers (6 percent improvement). As a result,
the gap in proficiency rates between
low-income and higher-income children
widened by nearly 20 percent over the
past decade and got worse in nearly every
state. The most recent data show that
80 percent of children in low-income
families are below proficiency in reading,
compared with 49 percent of higher-income
children. Children in low-income families
fare even worse when they attend econom
ically disadvantaged schools.
Large disparities remain in reading
proficiency levels between black (83 percent
not proficient), Latino (81 percent) and
American Indian (78 percent) children
and their white (55 percent) and Asian
(49 percent) peers. Rates of students not
proficient in reading are also significantly
higher for children who are dual-language
learners (93 percent) and those with
disabilities (89 percent). Dual-language
learners are one of the few groups for whom
reading proficiency rates did not improve
over the past 10 years. This is especially
troubling given changing demographics
and the increasing importance this group
of children will play in the future success
of the country.

Rates vary significantly by state
33 to 38

SOURCE  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), 2013 Reading Assessment.
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stressors, such as parental job loss and
housing insecurity, which contribute to
chronic absence from school.6

The Annie E. Casey Foundation  |  www.aecf.org

The likelihood that children will read
proficiently by fourth grade varies dramatically by where they grow up. In 2013,
79 percent of fourth-grade students in

kids count data snapshot

TABLE 1

Percentage of Fourth Graders Reading Below Proficient Levels, by Family Income
In every state, lower-income students are less likely to be reading proficiently than their higher-income peers. Find this indicator
and related data for your community at datacenter.kidscount.org.

All Students
Jurisdiction

Percent
Improvement

Lower
Income

Higher
Income

2003 to 2013

2013

2013

2003

2013

National

70

66

6

80

49

Alabama

78

69

12

82

Alaska

72

73

–1

Arizona

77

72

Arkansas

72

California

All Students
Jurisdiction

Percent
Improvement

Lower
Income

Higher
Income

2003 to 2013

2013

2013

2003

2013

Missouri

66

65

2

77

51

51

Montana

65

65

0

78

54

85

60

Nebraska

68

63

7

77

51

6

85

57

Nevada

80

73

9

83

56

68

6

78

54

New Hampshire

60

55

8

76

47

79

73

8

85

54

New Jersey

61

58

5

78

44

Colorado

63

59

6

79

45

New Mexico

81

79

2

85

61

Connecticut

57

57

0

81

43

New York

66

63

5

77

47

Delaware

67

62

7

75

48

North Carolina

67

65

3

78

47

District of Columbia

90

77

14

87

39

North Dakota

68

66

3

78

60

Florida

68

61

10

73

42

Ohio

66

63

5

80

48

Georgia

73

66

10

79

47

Oklahoma

74

70

5

79

57

Hawaii

79

70

11

83

57

Oregon

69

67

3

79

50

Idaho

70

67

4

78

56

Pennsylvania

67

60

10

77

45

Illinois

69

66

4

84

48

Rhode Island

71

62

13

81

45

Indiana

67

62

7

75

49

South Carolina

74

72

3

83

54

Iowa

65

62

5

77

52

South Dakota

67

68

–1

82

58

Kansas

67

62

7

78

46

Tennessee

74

66

11

82

48

Kentucky

69

64

7

77

49

Texas

73

72

1

83

53

Louisiana

80

77

4

85

58

Utah

68

63

7

76

54

Maine

64

63

2

76

52

Vermont

63

58

8

74

46

Maryland

68

55

19

76

42

Virginia

65

57

12

79

44

Massachusetts

60

53

12

75

38

Washington

67

60

10

77

47

Michigan

68

69

–1

81

56

West Virginia

71

73

–3

76

63

Minnesota

63

59

6

77

48

Wisconsin

67

65

3

80

53

Mississippi

82

79

4

85

58

Wyoming

66

63

5

76

54

NOTE Family income is measured using students’ eligibility for the National School Lunch Program. Free or reduced-price lunches are offered to students with income below 185 percent of the poverty level.
SOURCE  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2003 and 2013 Reading Assessment.
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Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading
Launched in May 2010, the Campaign
for Grade-Level Reading is a collaborative effort of funders, nonprofit
partners, states and more than 140
communities across the nation to
ensure that many more children from
low-income families succeed in school
and graduate prepared for college, a
career and active citizenship. It focuses
on reading proficiency by the end of
third grade, a key milestone missed by
fully 80 percent of low-income children.
The Campaign’s goal: By 2020, a dozen
states or more will increase by at least
100 percent the number of children
from low-income families reading
proficiently at the end of third grade.
Find more information, including
additional resources for improving
reading proficiency for young children,
at http://gradelevelreading.net.

New Mexico and Mississippi were not
reading proficiently, compared with
53 percent in Massachusetts. A significant
majority of states made gains in reading
proficiency in the past decade, with the
biggest gains occurring in Maryland, the
District of Columbia and Rhode Island.
Only four states—West Virginia, Michigan,
Alaska and South Dakota—saw their
rates get slightly worse.
In every state, children from lowincome families are less likely to be reading
than their higher-income peers, and in
nearly all states, the gap increased over the
past decade. The gap in proficiency rates
based on family income is highest in the
District of Columbia, Massachusetts and
Connecticut. Over the past decade, the
gap increased by more than 30 percent
in 12 states and the District of Columbia,
with the largest increases occurring in
the District, Hawaii and Tennessee.

Moving Forward

Reading proficiency rates have improved
over the past decade, but large gaps remain
across states and key demographic groups.
Given the changing demographics of the
United States, in order for our nation to
remain competitive, we must build on
our successes and make certain that all
children, including children of color and
immigrant children, are reaching this critical milestone. At the same time, increasing
reading proficiency for low-income children
in the early years can ensure that they are
on track to gain the educational credentials
they will need to earn a family-supporting
wage and move up the income ladder.
Research points to the need to make
certain that children are physically healthy
so they can be present and learning every

day, socially and emotionally on track and
exposed to as much language as possible in
the early years to increase their chances of
meeting this important milestone. To do
this, we must encourage and support parents,
families and caregivers to be coproducers
of good outcomes for their children. This
means ensuring that families are economically stable, emotionally healthy and actively
engaged in children’s learning every day.
We must hold schools and policymakers
accountable to support results-driven
solutions to transform low-performing
schools into high-quality learning environments. Communities must work with
schools to ensure that more children show
up at school ready to learn, attend school
every day and maintain their learning over
the summer months. Finally, we must
work together to develop a coherent system
of early care and education that aligns,
integrates and coordinates what children
experience from birth through age 8.
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