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Taking the Teen Summer Challenge to New Heights, Pierce County Style
Sumner resident still going strong after 103 years
You’ve Got a Friend
The Partnership Payoff
Library boss search down to three
Three finalists selected for library system executive director
Georgia Lomax named new library director
Georgia Lomax named new library executive director
Libraries’ new director looks forward
KP Farm Tour has special significance this year
Artists and scarecrows gear up for farm tour
Man accused of hitting 78-year old woman, stealing purse at Gig Harbor Library
Free, Online Tutoring From the Pierce County Library System
Free Events at Orting Pierce County Library
Kids Movie Time
Discover ‘Downton’ dining at Parkland/Spanaway Pierce County Library
Monday Edition Book Group at Parkland Spanaway Pierce County Library
September events at Tillicum Pierce County Library
Local journalist’s book published: “American Lake Vignettes”
Inspirational author Karen Barnett at Parkland/Spanaway Pierce County Library
Learn about mushrooms with Tom Keller at free presentation
Summer reading program offers variety of special events this week
Learn how it’s made and meet the creators at MakerFest in Lakewood
Local library’s summer reading program offers variety of activities
Learn when to “take away the keys” with free discussion session
Variety of free computer classes offered by local libraries
Kids stay active with Summer Reader Program at libraries
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Taking the Teen Summer Challenge to New
Heights, Pierce County Style
By Elise Doney on

September 2, 2014(20140902T01:49:30+00:00)

Teen Summer Challenge began in 2012 when
dedicated Pierce County Library System (PCLS,
Washington) staff identified the need for an
approach to summer reading that moved beyond a
traditional one-size-fits-all model to reach and
engage diverse teens across the county. Low participation numbers and low engagement
prompted staff to think outside the box to provide a meaningful summer reading
experience for teens.
I joined the project this year as a new librarian, and am thrilled to work on a summer
reading program that effectively provides a pathway through which teens encounter new
ideas, share their creativity, skills, and opinions, and engage with the library in new ways.
Since much has been written<http://www.urbanlibraries.org/teen-summer-challenge---gamificationinnovation-856.php?page_id=175> about the more technical aspects of Teen Summer

Challenge, including its implementation of
gamification<http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2014/07/02/gamification-of-summer-reading/>, I will focus on
how the move to an online program presents unique opportunities for a library, spread
across many miles, to provide a way for teens to discover, share, and engage regardless of
where they live and how physically mobile they are.
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Inspired by the Search Institute’s research on Sparks and Thriving<http://www.searchinstitute.org/research/sparks-thriving>, trends in

gamification<http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2014/07/02/gamification-of-summer-reading/>, and the
examples of online summer reading programs created by Ann Arbor<http://play.aadl.org/>
and New York Public Library<http://nypl-teens-2014.bibliocommons.com/>, PCLS decided to
move Teen Summer Reading online. With no budget and very little time, Youth Services
and the Virtual Services departments formed a necessary partnership. We used
WordPress plugins to build game design elements into an online platform for teens to
discover new interests, try new experiences, and share their opinions and creations with a
community of teens from all over Pierce County by completing challenges to earn points
and digital badges.
Discover
Teen Summer Challenge still has all the essential elements of a traditional summer
reading program—players track their reading throughout the summer, earn points for
every hour they read, find and recommend books to other players, and respond to their
favorite fandoms. But online, we have been able to add so much more.
In line with this year’s Collaborative Summer Library Program’s
theme “Spark a Reaction<http://www.cslpreads.org/programs/young-adultprogram.html>,” we explored the ways in which science, technology,

engineering, art, and mathematics (STEAM) spark change in our
communities and shape our world. Youth service librarians
gathered and curated STEAM-related content, resources, and
challenge activities organized around three modes of engagement: play, discover, and
learn. Play badges highlighted STEAM activities related to popular fandoms. Discover
badges explored the intersections of STEAM on topics of interest to
teens, such as our Video
Game<http://teensummerchallenge.org/badge/video-games/> badge. Learn
badges focused on skill-building in specific STEAM areas, such as our
Graphic Design<http://teensummerchallenge.org/badge/graphic-design/> or
Build a Website<http://teensummerchallenge.org/badge/build-a-website/>
badges.
In curating online content, our goal was to create a portal through which teens encounter
and explore the intersections of pop-culture, science, technology, and art from multiple
perspectives, so that a digital badge on the topic of
Music<http://teensummerchallenge.org/badge/music/>, for example, not only challenges teens
to learn about instrumental basics, but also invites them to engage with music from
scientific, technical, and cultural perspectives. To develop digital badges like this one, we

http://www.slj.com/2014/09/programs/taking-the-teen-summer-challenge-to-new-heights-p... 10/2/2014

Taking the Teen Summer Challenge to New Heights, Pierce County Style | School Librar... Page 3 of 5

took advantage of engaging, interactive, and educational web content. Supported by
research on teen media use, we looked to videos, tutorials, and games to introduce ideas,
explain concepts, and spark discussion and critical thinking by inviting teens to submit
their reactions and ideas in activity streams and comment threads.
We scoured the Internet and consulted YALSA’s STEM Programming
Toolkit<http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/STEMtoolkit_Final_2013.docx> and
STEM Resources Wiki<http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/STEM_Resources> for content. We
relied heavily on material produced by PBS LearningMedia<http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/>
and PBS DigitalStudios<https://www.youtube.com/user/pbsdigitalstudios>: using YouTube
channels like Off Book, Idea Channel, It’s Okay to Be Smart, and VSauce, for example. We
highlighted the Maker movement by pointing teens to Make

Magazine<http://makezine.com/> and Instructables<http://www.instructables.com/>. We were
also inspired by initiatives like Code.org<http://code.org/> and its affiliates, Mozilla
Webmaker<https://webmaker.org/>, and Google’s Made With
Code<https://www.madewithcode.com/> to introduce coding, programming, re-mixing, and
web development.
This program allowed our librarians to provide a way for teens to discover awesome and
meaningful content on the web in a variety of mediums to support STEAM-related
knowledge and skill-building relevant to their interests.
Share
Traditional summer reading programs require teens to work independently, tracking
individual time spent reading. By moving the program online, we incorporated elements
of social media to give teens more opportunities to share what they were learning, doing,
and creating. This year, we added a mechanism by which we released new badges
throughout the summer. Teens were able to suggest activities for us to incorporate into
the challenge and affect the actual program. By celebrating and showcasing their
submissions, and giving participants ownership of their own program, Teen Summer
Challenge gave the library the important opportunity to recognize and honor teen voice,
creativity, and talent.
A few of my favorite submissions are highlighted below:
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Submitted by Jeneva
As a social platform,

Submitted by
Inuyasha4ever

Submitted by
Madeline

Community
Agreements<http://teensummerchallenge.org/community-agreements/> guided players’
submissions, status updates, and comments. We encouraged teens to work together to
complete challenges; players enjoy working on activities with friends and family, so this
year we created an entire badge with a series of activities to be completed by a group.
This balance of online and in-person social activity increased excitement about the
program.
Engage
Finally, Teen Summer Challenge promotes online engagement with the library in new
ways. One badge<http://teensummerchallenge.org/badge/explore-the-library/> encouraged teens
to become familiar with the library website and e-sources. Another set of badges
highlighted pictures of Spike, our teen services mascot, at each of our 18 branches. To
earn points, teens had to identify his location. Teen librarians interacted with players
through our online profiles, and built relationships with teens spread out across the
county. Some of these teens are youth we may not be able to reach or meet in any other
way.
Still, online engagement can be a challenge. In the first two years, a number of interested
teens did not have internet at home and struggled to participate. This year we
reintroduced traditional reading logs to cross over and promote the online program.
Branches and even some community partners held meet-ups for teens to gather to work
together, complete activities, and hang out. Some librarians incorporated activities into
regular programs. One of our stated goals each summer is to connect teens to the
resources and services the library has to offer so they will become year-round users.
Future directions
While the move to an online program has opened up opportunities for PCLS to more
effectively reach and engage our teen communities, this kind of summer reading program
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might not be an appropriate fit for your library, community, or budget. Teen Summer
Challenge is only three years old, and we still have plenty to learn, but we will continue to
share our strategies and lessons learned in trying to create discovery and engagement
opportunities for teens at the library and online.
To learn more, check out these links:
First year of PCL’s Teen Summer Challenge<http://tsrp12.mypcls.org/>
Current year of Teen Summer Challenge <http://www.teensummerchallenge.org/>
New PCL Adult Program<http://scout.pcls.us/> launched this year

Elise Doney is a teen librarian at Pierce County Library System (WA).

This article was featured in School Library Journal's SLJTeen enewsletter. Subscribe
today<http://www.slj.com/slj-newsletter/> to have more articles like this delivered to you twice
a month for free.
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Free Events at Orting Pierce County Library
By: Orting News
September 04, 2014
Visit your local Orting Pierce County Library in September for FREE events for all ages. We
look forward to seeing you!
Orting Pierce County Library
202 Washington Ave. S. 98360 • 253-548-3312
WorkForce: Advertising Your Abilities

Sell yourself and detail your skills to make employers sit up and take notice. Prepare an effective
professional profile statement and discover the benefits of using social media.
Monday, Sept. 8, 9:30 – 11 a.m.
Book Club
All are welcome to join this book discussion group.
Thursdays, Sept. 18, 7 p.m.
Technology Class: Resume Resources
Build a resume employers want. Learn computer skills for writing and submitting a resume as
well as how to access free online resume help with your library card.
Saturday, Sept. 20, 9:30 – 11 a.m.
Family Story Time
Build a foundation for reading success through play, stories and language fun!
For families with preschool children
Tuesdays, Sept. 23 and 30, 10:30 a.m.
Baby Play and Learn
Join your child and enjoy books, action rhymes, knee bounces, songs and more.
Ages: 0 – 24 months, accompanied by an adult
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 10:30 a.m.
Free events sponsored by the Friends of the Orting Library
Contact
Susan Rigley | Community Branch Supervisor | 253.548.3535
Linda Farmer, APR | Marketing & Community Relations Director | 253.548.3428 | 253.232.2891
cell

Kids Movie Time
By: Orting News
September 04, 2014
Kids movie time at South Hill Pierce County Library
Join us for a family movie and popcorn!
South Hill Pierce County Library
15420 Meridian E. 98375 • 253-548-3303
Wednesdays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 10
Oct. 22
All ages
Drop-in. Adults invited to attend if accompanying a child.
Free events sponsored by Friends of South Hill Library
Contact
Kari Kunst | Youth Services Librarian | 253.548.3303
Lisa Cipolla | Youth Services Librarian | 253.548.3303
Linda Farmer, APR | Director of Communications | 253.548.3428 | 253.232.2891 cell

Communications
 An email from City of Sumner’s City Clerk Terri Berry to Neel and Georgia for their
recent presentation to Council.
 A Make a Difference submission from a PCLS staff member on behalf of a married
couple from the Philippines wishing to express their gratitude for the Library’s
resources.
 Five emails from various library directors in response to an email that Neel sent
announcing the Library’s new program Scout.

Other Libraries
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Little Free Libraries show some novel charm
With more than 130 around town, Seattle has a wealth of citizen-designed Little Free Libraries.
As part of the Seattle Design Festival, Architects Without Borders organized a contest to
reimagine the form.
By Michael Upchurch | Seattle Times arts writer

LINDSEY WASSON / The Seattle Times
Marcy Shaw, left, Jane Gooding and Alex Fraser of Johnston Architects read books next to their “Spinning Stories” Little Free
Library, which was the grand prize winner of an Architects Without Borders contest.

Kodiak, Alaska, has one. So does Tirana, the capital of Albania. And in Seattle, they’re getting
as thick on the ground as Starbucks, with 131 and counting.
“They” are Little Free Libraries (LFLs). And over the weekend they were used to raise $3,000
for the Seattle branch of Architects Without Borders (AWB-Seattle).
The idea: Have people take part in an LFL design/build competition, called “Libraries on the
Loose!” All entry fees would benefit AWB-Seattle. Entrants were required to stick to a $150
budget and to submit documentation of their efforts and finished products, including assembly
instructions. One aim was to establish an inexpensive prototype that could serve as a template for
future LFL builders.
Twenty different teams entered the fray, and the winner — Johnston Architects FLLC Team’s
“Spinning Stories” — was chosen by a panel of five judges at the Seattle Design Festival
Saturday, Sept. 6.

The sheer variety of approaches made the task of judging less like choosing between apples and
oranges than vacillating between repurposed road signs, newspaper dispensers, milk cartons,
wooden crates, bicycle parts and umbrellas.
“Spinning Stories,” located at 100 N.W. 79th St., takes a bicycle-parts-and-umbrella approach. It
consists of a steel rod anchored in a buried concrete-filled bucket, with a turning carousel made
of two bicycle wheels on it, sheltered by an oversized golf umbrella. Some rubber straps keep the
books from slipping through the spokes. The umbrella is all that protects them from the weather
(pray for no side winds).
Before the contest, I ventured around town, checking on entrants’ works-in-progress. Most
contestants came from architectural firms, but a few were community generated. One
neighborhood effort, by the Bryant Group, was by far the most picturesque and elaborate. (Full
disclosure: SeattleTimes assistant metro editor Linda Shaw was on the team that created it). But
like several other entries, it clearly would take someone with sophisticated carpentry skills and
access to quality workshop-tools to build it.
“Spinning Stories,” by contrast, looks buildable by ordinary people, even though it was designed
by an established architectural firm — one that has designed a number of local libraries (as have
several other entrants in the contest).
Alex Fraser, who spearheaded the design, says Johnston Architects were trying to create
“something that caught people’s attention and engaged people, and was interactive and fun.”
The festival’s theme was “Design in Motion.” “So right from the earliest sketches,” Mary
Johnston says, “we knew we wanted it to be kinetic.”
It was important to use “easily obtained material that anyone could come up with,” she adds.
“You just mix up a little concrete in a bucket, and dig a hole, and put your pipe in it.”
Fraser notes that they wanted their LFL’s components to be “akin to Seattle.”
Hence the bicycle parts and umbrella.
The first Little Free Library was created in Hudson, Wisc., by Todd Bol in 2009, after he’d been
laid off from his job. In a recent phone interview, he said he was “pretty much doing things on
my open-air deck, trying to kill time.”
What he came up with was a miniature one-room schoolhouse, like the one where his mother
taught. He filled it with books from her library to serve as a memorial to her. (Many LFLS, he
explains, are built to honor someone’s memory.)
Bol’s latest estimate is that there about 20,000 LFLs worldwide, in 75 countries. Bol has gone
into business of selling LFLs online, and he keeps a register of new ones that open.

“People that build their own represent about 65 percent of the libraries,” he says. “The ones that
buy from us represent about 35 percent.”
His first goal, once LFLs started taking off, was to see 2,509 built — the number of libraries
Andew Carnegie created. His new goal is to beat the number of McDonald’s restaurants in the
world, so people can put signs on their LFLs reading “Billions and billions read. More books
than burgers.”
Audrey Barbakoff, a librarian with Kitsap Regional Library and one of the judges, enthused,
“Books and literature are one of the most amazing ways to build community, for us to talk about
the things that matter to us, for us to share ideas. And making that accessible to everybody all the
time, just building it into the fabric of our everyday lives, is an amazing gift.”
Seattle City Librarian Marcellus Turner, another judge, adds, “I had no idea so many of our
neighborhood citizens were doing this. So it just brings a lot of joy to me.”
Michael Upchurch: mupchurch@seattletimes.com

What schools can learn from Starbucks
 The Internet is making single-purpose spaces like libraries less relevant. Why not replace them with spaces
students will actually use?
By TODD FERKING August 28, 2014
DLR Group

I’d like to make a risky statement: The school library should be replaced with a
coffeehouse.
I hope that you’re either excited or upset by that idea. First, because as an
architect I love that people are passionate about their ideas of what a place should
be. But more importantly because there are some crucial educational principles
behind my proposal.
In creating schools today, we’ve seen a shift in district philosophies toward a
greater emphasis on building relationships and school community. This isn’t to
say that the desire for community is new, but rather our understanding of the
value of community has expanded.
Ferking

Safety and security (in the wake of school shootings) have been big drivers in appraisals of
community; it’s arguable that school safety is less about barriers, and much more about the
health of a school community. And our better understanding of how people learn has also driven
these conversations, acknowledging the value of collaborative and project-based learning as well
as applied learning opportunities through connections to local businesses and community
organizations.
This shift is also occurring at the same time that we’re beginning to question the relevance of
certain kinds of places, such as the library, thanks to dramatic changes in how we access stories,
knowledge and information through new technology.

Photo by Chris Roberts/DLR Group [enlarge]

Hazen High’s learning commons offers students a place to study or hang out after class.

Coffeehouse as culture
Look inside your local coffeehouse. It can be a small business or a chain like a Starbucks.
Today’s coffeehouse has transformed from a place into a culture. It is no longer a booth where
adults sip a hot drink; it has become a multigenerational way of life.
Coffeehouses are artistic and intellectual. Students (and all visitors), can explore their creative
side by participating in open mic nights, poetry readings, book signings and art exhibitions.
Coffeehouses provide a place to learn more about a special interest or to collaborate on a project.
Wi-Fi is available, power outlets are abundant, and comfortable couches, tables and bar areas
create the perfect escape — be it for a few minutes or many hours. In some communities
coffeehouses are found on every corner, creating a convenient meeting spot for personal
connections.
Kids today are living in an open, collaborative world outside of school, however inside the walls
of a school many students are still learning in a fragmented environment that’s increasingly
incongruous with how they best learn and connect with one another.
Students read in the library, complete lessons in a classroom, practice band and music in the
music room, perform a skit in the auditorium and eat lunch in the cafeteria — a program of
isolated spaces that persist based on longstanding assumptions about what a school should look
like. All too often these spaces are too large or too institutional for students to actually want to be
there. In contrast, the coffeehouse culture stems from the way we live: open, interconnected,
comfortable.
A third place
A coffeehouse concept allows us to simplify our designs, creating flexibility to meet various
needs.
Years ago, our approach to educational design was based on a singular modality — dining spaces
were used for dining, classrooms were used for learning, and the auditorium was used for
performing arts. Not only were these spaces separated, but often sized for utility and efficiency
instead of real human interaction. Today’s concept allows us to exercise a hybrid approach to
create interdisciplinary, multifunctional spaces that enrich the learning environment.
Imagine an intimate space featuring digital collaboration nodes with TV screens lining the walls,
multiple seating formations, informal and formal gathering areas, a gallery to exhibit student
work, and shared media options. It’s the coffeehouse culture integrated into space within a
school.
Square footage is pulled from surrounding areas to create this in-demand coffeehouse vibe. The
added bonus is that the space is a neutral zone. It is not wholly owned by students or staff. This
neutrality encourages relationship building between teachers/teachers, students/students and
teachers/students.

Integrating the coffeehouse culture into our schools doesn’t necessarily mean adding square
footage or costs. For example, if a library founded on an experience of books is becoming
outdated, why not allow at least a portion of that space to become the coffeehouse? Or the
shockingly impersonal cafeteria? By recapturing space that would have gone into a place that
students don’t want to use unless they must, we can get much more value out of a third-place
environment where students are eager to connect, hang out, learn and create.
Just as exciting as the in-school use of the space itself is the opportunity for students to gain realworld experience by operating a business, and the inclusion of the whole community in a lifelong
lesson. An exterior storefront could allow a coffeehouse to function independent of a school.
Community members, students and staff would be welcomed as customers to the business.
Three challenges
As with any new concept, challenges will surface and must be addressed. I see three primary
challenges that a school might face in trying to implement the coffeehouse concept, and have
some ideas on how we can overcome them.
The first is safety. If the coffeehouse is operated by students, and the community at large is
welcome to visit, supervision is essential.
I see two options to solve safety concerns. The space could be connected to the marketing or
business program, allowing for constant supervision from the adjacent program instructor. The
other option is to design an open space, similar to a kiosk coffeehouse in an airport. A clearly
defined zone outlines the coffeehouse, but the openness allows for sight lines from all corners of
the school.
The second challenge is mixing food, drinks and devices. Some rules still exist that require food
and drink to be consumed separately from technology stations, however districts are realizing
students are more mobile than a few years ago and blending technology with eating or drinking
is second nature. I believe we are at the tipping point and in the near future the fear of mixing
food and drink with technology will be expended.
The third challenge is furniture, especially providing comfortable furniture that does not cause
maintenance headaches. The solution is selecting types of furniture that convey the coffeehouse
effect but are durable and easily maintainable. A win-win for both students and maintenance
staff.
My space
Unlike the institutional spaces that we often find in schools, the coffeehouse offers a culturally
valued landing place. Such an environment might inspire students to linger in their school with
friends or classmates past their 3 p.m. dismissal bell. Students could collaborate on projects, read
a book, listen to music or socialize all without leaving the physical structure of their school.
Schools themselves already correlate with each student’s sense of identity, it’s a place that they
can call their own, often despite any number of impersonal spaces within. So imagine what could

happen when students, parents, teachers and community members have spaces within that school
on which they can impose their own identity. After all, isn’t that part of the allure of the
coffeehouse? The ability to say, “that’s my coffee shop,” and then invite others to meet you
there?
Todd Ferking lives for school design, and since joining DLR Group in 2000 has worked with diverse clients
around the world to reimagine schools as places that enable student-focused learning, use of new and emerging
technologies, and strength of school community.

Council weighs in on Library



by CELINA KAREIVA, Mercer Island Reporter News Reporter
Aug 13, 2014 at 3:00AM

Editors Note: In the past few issues of the Reporter, there have been stories and letters and a
forum regarding the possible de-annexation from the King County Library System. In order to
get a sense of what the City’s role will be, and how it proceeds in deciding whether or not to
vote to leave the County system, we asked Council members and staff what they thought about
the issue.
The Reporter spoke with Council members Debbie Bertlin, Jane Brahm, Deputy Mayor Dan
Grausz and Assistant City Manager, Kirsten Taylor. The content of these interviews has been
edited for length and clarity. For a fuller version of the interview, and to see stories and letters
regarding the library by other voices, including members of the Concerned Citizens Committee,
visit mi-reporter.com.
What has been the city’s relationship with KCLS?
Jane Brahm: Since the very beginning, when we had just a tiny, little library, we’ve contracted
with KCLS. The relationship with KCLS has been very long, since KCLS started really.
Have there been similar flashpoints in Island history?
Brahm: Oh yes, a lot of things. The first annexation was a big deal too. The decision to have
our own marine patrol and to pull away from King County [was a big deal]. Issues get well vetted
on Mercer Island and there’s no lack of passion. That’s a wonderful thing, but one needs to try
to get a sense of the whole Island and the long-term and not just the needs of today.
Why do you think this issue has generated such a heated dialogue?
I think it’s this sense of possession: ‘It’s our library, we love it.’ It’s sort of like sending your
firstborn off to school or something.
What would be the function and authority of the library board created by council back in
July?
Kirsten Taylor: KCLS has to consult with the board on all aspects of operation and
management. But it’s very clear they only have to consult. The board doesn’t get any authority
to make a decision but that in and of itself forces KCLS to at least consider community input and
I think a lot of what we’ve gotten to now could have been avoided if that board had been in

place two years ago and there had been a process, going through this renovation with the
board.
How long will the board be in effect for?
Taylor: I had originally proposed in my agenda bill, that the library board last a period of about
18 months so that it would last about the lifetime of the renovations of the library and the council
opted to extend it by one year. [At the end of that] 2.5 years we’ll decide whether it’s active and
useful work for the board to continue at that time.
What does the timeline for construction look like?
Dan Grausz: Probably not before December. They haven’t even started the bidding process
yet. They can’t until they have the permits.
What has been the biggest misunderstanding or detail lost in this lengthy conversation?
Grausz: One of the misunderstandings is the role of the city. When the voters decided 20 years
ago to annex to KCLS they basically turned over the library to another governmental agency.
The city literally has no power over this renovation except [to] review the permit to make sure
the permit information complies with the code...People come to our meetings and they are very
agitated and they want us to do something and it’s frustrating because we’re limited in what we
can do.
What have been your recent conversations with KCLS?
Grausz: We met with them on Tuesday, August 5. The first [library] board meeting is the 14. We
met with them just to prepare for the first meeting and to gauge whether they’re willing to consult
with the board regarding this renovation. And on some points they’re willing to engage in further
conversation. But I don’t want anyone to believe that they’re going to tear up the plans and start
all over again. They’re not going to do that. The vast majority of what’s in those plans is what’s
going to end up in the remodel. But it needs to be kept in mind that a lot of what’s in those plans
are changes that they made after the city and the Concerned Citizens and the Mercer Island
Library Board started pushing on this.
For the first time [on August 5, KCLS] said they were willing to talk about the book-drop again.
That was the first time in a long time.
I have all the respect in the world for what the Concerned Citizens Committee did.
Unfortunately...the way KCLS has handled this has made them so frustrated that the original
goal of trying to get a good renovation has gotten lost. The reality is that Mercer Island has to
have its own library and to try to replicate at all what KCLS has done, it’s never going to happen.

We can’t match their 4 million book collection...So we would have to affiliate with somebody and
there are not a lot of options out there.
Where did the idea for de-annexation come from and how is the city approaching it?
Grausz: There’s a specific provision in state law that says how you do that and basically City
Council would have to put it on the ballot and it has nothing to do with this 100-signature petition
to form a new library.
This is where it gets confusing. If you look at state law there are several ways that a library can
come into being. One way, is that Mercer Island could form its own library and the way that’s
done is 100 taxpayers, or the City Council could put a referendum on the ballot and if the voters
approve a library we can go and create a library.
What would de-annexing entail?
Grausz: KCLS is actually a rural library district…a rural library district is limited to one
county...and then the governmental entities within the county can annex to the rural library
district. That’s what the voters of Mercer Island decided to do in 1992-93. The law says if you
want to unravel that you need to have a vote. The City Council would have to put that on the
ballot. there’s no provision there that says if 100 or even 1,000 citizens [sign a petition] it goes
on the ballot. There’s another provision on state law on initiatives so that presumably would
require 1,000 signatures to force the council to put something on the ballot. But this provision,
that the Concerned Citizens have gone under, is to form a new library. And the question that our
city attorney is grappling with, is can you legally form a new library when you’re already part of a
library. That’s the conundrum we’re in.
At some point you can’t have two libraries operating at the same time. Taxpayers are never
going to pay for that anyway. They have the building and the only way we can get the building
back is to de-annex...Then we’d have to buy the building back at appraised value and we’d have
to pay off our share of the 2004 bond issue -- between $500,000 and $600,000 a year -- for the
next ten years.
It would be very expensive to leave and we have no idea right now what it would cost to operate
our own library. We have no idea what we could deliver with our own library. I think generally
people are satisfied with the service they get from KCLS. They get frustrated by them but
they’re satisfied with the services and to suggest for a second that the city is prepared to offer
equivalent services, we haven’t even begun to think about what that would mean.

How should the city approach this push for de-annexation?
Brahm: It’s a legal question. Apparently it’s quite unprecedented to de-annex and create a
library when you already have a library. [City attorney] Katie Knight is dealing with the legal
questions about what can be done right now. [Some people] are questioning or seeing that as
foot dragging on the part of the city. I think we need to do this right because any election we
have costs a lot of money -- at least $40,000 for an election and up to $80,000 for a special
election.
So I believe we need to cross all our T’s and dot all of our I’s.’ It would be irresponsible for us to
fail to do that.
How much do Islanders contribute in property taxes to the KCLS system?
Debbie Bertlin: KCLS collects its own property tax based on assessed values. Accordingly,
Mercer Island contributes approximately $4.4 million to KCLS on an annual basis for the
maintenance and operations of the facility, and access to the full 3+ million item collection.
In addition to that $4.4 million, approximately $565,000 per year goes to servicing the debt
associated with the bond which passed in 2004. The bond is being paid off over a period of 20
years, of which 10 years have passed. Irrespective of whether or not the Island were to
withdraw from the KCLS system, we are obligated to continue these debt payments which,
based on current property assessments, would total in excess of $5 million. There appears to
be no way around this.
Do you have concerns about disruption of service when construction begins on the
remodel?
Brahm: We’ve had this disruption of service when the library was remodeled completely. The
interesting thing was the library was relocated to where True Value is now. It was in the building
to the North. They had a big space and the library usership went up because it was right
downtown. The whole community got involved in moving boxes and setting up boxes and
helping the library move. Yes, it was disruptive but it worked out very well because it got people
using the library who wouldn’t otherwise.
The above interviews were conducted separately. They have been edited together for the sake
of cohesion.

http://www.mi-reporter.com/news/270980651.html
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Leaving KC Library System is ‘not in our best interests’
Mercer Island Reporter | Aug 14, 2014 at 11:00AM
http://www.mi-reporter.com/opinion/letters/270995011.html

Should there be a ballot issue to withdraw from KCLS and create our own library, as suggested by a
forum article in the July 23 issue of the Mercer Island Reporter, I strongly urge all Mercer Island
residents to vote NO.
The forum article stated “we would have the same access to the nationwide collection of books that we
now have.” That is simply not true. KCLS has won awards as one of the best and busiest library systems
in the country and has over 4 million materials that are available to anyone served by the system. Unlike
some libraries, that allow anyone to get a library card, KCLS only gives cards to people residing within a
city served by them, so if we remove ourselves from KCLS, we lose access to their materials both on
Mercer Island and at any of their branches. The forum article implied we could still have access through
inter-library loans, however this is highly inefficient. I have used an inter-library loan twice when Seattle
had something I wanted that KCLS did not. Once I never got the item, and the second time it took months
because the loaning library will not loan it while patrons in their own system have a request for it.
Money: The forum article states that we “were taxed $4.4 million for KCL library services and KCLS
spent less than half of this on Mercer Island.” No explanation of where these figures come from. My
understanding is that the figure about how much we received, counts only direct money given specifically
to Mercer Island and does not include multiple copies of books housed outside our own collection but
available to us, or e-books. Nor does it include expenses and services like the Library2Go vans, mobile
learning labs, the traveling library center, the Words on Wheels program, or the TechLab which visit
retirement centers, childcare programs, and which provide other services to our community and to others
within their system.
Library Closure: The article states: “We would prevent closure of our library for up to a year.”
While it is true that the library building will be closed during the remodel, it is also true that KCLS will
be opening a smaller facility on Mercer Island, with similar hours to now, with some computers and
where patrons can order, pick up or return books. While inconvenient, it is not as though we will be
unable to check out books on the island, which is implied by the article.
Closure is more likely if we vote to form our own library and we would have no service at all while we go
through the process of purchasing the current building from KCLS (at market prices), do renovations,
purchase new materials and hire staff.
In another article in the same issue of the Reporter, the City Council did vote to establish a library
advisory board to work with KCLS and to better improve communication between our community and
KCLS. This, hopefully, will lead to a better dialogue and some improvements to their plan (they have

already made many changes to their original plan based on City Council Library Advisory Board
meetings). To disband from KCLS totally and form our own little library system is NOT in the best
interests of our community.
Sandra Lindstrom

Response to Mayors’ letter on library vote
Mercer Island Reporter | Aug 15, 2014 at 10:00AM
http://www.mi-reporter.com/opinion/letters/270995481.html

In the August 6 Mercer Island Reporter, Mayors Bassett and Grausz criticized Concerned Citizens
Committee’s (CCC) initiative to stop what we believe is a deplorable financial waste and year-long
shutdown of our library by the King County Library System (KCLS). We wish to rebut their statements.
Mayors’ Point: ‘… suggestion has been made our city attorney is improperly preventing a vote by
Islanders on whether or not to create a new library system. (See www.mireporter.com/opinion/letters/268805611.html.) That is absolutely incorrect. Instead, our city attorney is
working to ensure we do not race to spend tens of thousands of dollars on a vote before we know if it
would be meaningful or meaningless.’
CCC’s Response: We submitted a petition of 175 signatures on July 15 to establish a MI city
library. Speed being critical for timely validation, the city attorney took the maximum time before
forwarding it to King County. Our city attorney sent us a letter on July 18 stating, “There are a number of
legal ambiguities created by seeking to establish a new city library. The city is seeking a Washington state
attorney general (AG) opinion on these ambiguities.” But as we’ve learned, the AG only renders opinions
on state-level issues, not local. Some could label this legal foot-dragging. When we asked for a copy of
the letter sent to the AG, she informed us no such letter existed! Our conclusion? Whether purposeful or
not, her actions are obstructing our legitimate efforts to seek a popular vote on an important local matter.
Mayors’ Point: “With each vote estimated to cost $40,000 to $80,000 of taxpayers’ money we believe all
Islanders deserve sound legal advice before money is spent in this matter.”
CCC’s Response: According to the county, the cost would be roughly half that; $20,000 to $30,000. But
we must put this cost in perspective: Islanders pay $5 million annually for KCLS services. According to
their estimates, the cost of running our library is $2.4 million. MI taxpayers would save roughly $2.6
million annually were we to withdraw from KCLS. Islanders have paid an estimated $60 million to
KCLS since its annexation and received roughly $20 million in service. Many of us are progressive
enough to allow $40 million to be re-directed to other KCLS libraries, but if we are not even given the
courtesy of redesigning the library according to our needs, then we are indeed being taxed without
representation.
When KCLS no longer listens to its patrons, perhaps it’s time to buy back our library. Our research
shows it is feasible, and we may actually provide service. CCC has urged city council to put the issue to a
vote.
None of us are against change. We want thoughtful improvements made to our library. But unlike the
current KCLS plan, it must incorporate our needs and opinions. With diminishing finances and
governmental deficits, all citizens and leaders should strive to avoid unnecessary and unwanted

expenditures. Why is the city council not supporting us in putting this issue to a vote? We believe we
deserve better from KCLS and our city council.
Eric R. Swenson, MD
For the CCC

Graham Nash to visit Puyallup Public Library
By Andrew Fickes Staff writerAugust 27, 2014 | PuyallupHerald.com
http://www.puyallupherald.com/2014/08/27/3348885_graham-nash-to-visit-puyallup.html?rh=1

Graham Nash will appear Sept. 13 at the Puyallup Public Library to sign his autobiography, “Wild Tales,” beginning at 12:30
p.m. and lasting until 2 p.m.
COURTESY PHOTO

In what has turned out to be quite a stroke of luck, the Puyallup Public Library is welcoming
author and rock ‘n’ roll legend Graham Nash on Saturday, Sept. 13.
“I first talked with his booking agent at the beginning of this year,” said Tim Wadham, director
of the library. “They told me in advance that Crosby, Stills and Nash were going to be doing a
concert tour and were scheduled to be in the Seattle area in September. (Nash’s) book was
coming out in paperback around the same time. The hope was that the stars would all align and
he would come to sign his books.”
Sure enough, Crosby, Stills and Nash will perform two sold-out shows at Chateau Ste. Michelle
Winery in Woodinville on Sept. 13 and 14. On that Saturday, Nash will venture down to
Puyallup to sign his autobiography, “Wild Tales,” beginning at 12:30 p.m. and lasting until 2
p.m. sharp. Nash has also agreed to signing copies of the 1974 CSNY CD box set. Photography
will be prohibited.
Nash’s autobiography is about his look back on a remarkable career that included his founding of
two iconic bands: Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young and also The Hollies.
“What I enjoyed about ‘Wild Tales’ was the inside look of a kid growing up in England and how
he got into rock ‘n’ roll,” Wadham said.
A portion of the book, Wadham said, reflects on how The Hollies and Crosby, Stills, Nash and
Young formed their unique brand of vocal harmony.

“He talks about how they learned harmony from the Everly Brothers,” Wadham said.
Less than a month after the Nash book-signing event, the library will present its Festival of
Books for the second year. Wadham is calling the festival’s theme: Peace, Love and Books.
Wadham said there will be a definite theme on the appreciation of music in literature. The Nash
book signing will serve as an introduction to the festival to come, which will occur Oct. 3 and 4.
Featured in the festival will be a visit by Michael Shrieve, famous for his stint as the drummer in
Carlos Santana’s band at Woodstock.
“He played an amazing drum solo at Woodstock when he was in his late teens,” Wadham said.
“In less than a month’s time, we will have two rock stars coming to Puyallup who performed at
Woodstock.”
At the opening evening event of the festival on Oct. 3, three young adult authors known for their
books that have tie-ins with the teen experience in rock ‘n’ roll will have a conversation with
Shrieve.
The authors are Mark Parsons, who wrote “Road Rash,” Jordan Sonnenblick, who authored
“Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie” and “Are You Experienced?” and Kevin Emerson, author of
“Exile.”
Wadham is hoping to continue attracting high caliber artists like Nash in the coming years.
“With all the book festivals, I am interested in how books intersect with other forms of art, and
so I do want to include music, visual arts and other arts as it relates to literature,” Wadham
explained.
Andrew Fickes: 253-552-7001 andrew.fickes@puyallupherald.com @herald_andrew

Library district seeks public input
The Spokesman-Review | July 22, 2014

The Spokane County Library District will hold two meetings, starting today, to learn about people’s
aspirations for and concerns about their community.
The library district recently received a grant funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to help learn
more about the community it serves.
The first session will be from 4 to 6 p.m. today at the Spokane Valley Library, 12004 E. Main Ave., in
Spokane Valley. The second is from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. July 31 at Central Valley Early Learning Center, 10212
E. Ninth Ave. in Spokane Valley.
Those who are interested in attending should RSVP by emailing aluppert@scld.org or by calling (509) 8938437.

Third round of library pre-design meetings set
By The Columbian | Published: August 15, 2014, 6:00 AM
Building on the public input received at two series of meetings in June and July, Fort Vancouver
Regional Library District officials will hold a third set of pre-design meetings in Ridgefield, Washougal
and Woodland in September.
Architects from FFA Architecture and Interiors will present a recap of the library services that are
wanted and needed in each community; a rough estimate of the building size needed to
accommodate services and anticipated population growth; preliminary analysis of site options: and a
preliminary cost estimate for each project.
Community members will be able to offer additional input and feedback. The discussions may touch
on possible local funding mechanisms.
The meetings are:
• Ridgefield: Wednesday, Sept. 10, 6:30 p.m., Ridgefield Community Center, 210 N. Main Ave.
• Woodland: Tuesday, Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m., City Council Chambers in the new Woodland Police
Station, 200 E. Scott Ave.
• Washougal: Tuesday, Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m., Washougal Community Center, 1681 C St.
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Summary of Findings
Younger Americans—those ages 16-29—especially fascinate researchers and organizations
because of their advanced technology habits, their racial and ethnic diversity, their looser
relationships to institutions such as political parties and organized religion, and the ways in
which their social attitudes differ from their elders.
This report pulls together several years of research into the role of libraries in the lives of
Americans and their communities with a special focus on Millennials, a key stakeholder group
affecting the future of communities, libraries, book publishers and media makers of all kinds, as
well as the tone of the broader culture.
Following are some of the noteworthy insights from this research.
There are actually three different “generations” of younger Americans with
distinct book reading habits, library usage patterns, and attitudes about libraries.
One “generation” is comprised of high schoolers (ages 16-17); another is college-aged (18-24),
though many do not attend college; and a third generation is 25-29.
Millennials’ lives are full of technology, but they are more likely than their elders
to say that important information is not available on the internet. Some 98% of those
under 30 use the internet, and 90% of those internet users say they using social networking
sites. Over three-quarters (77%) of younger Americans have a smartphone, and many also have
a tablet (38%) or e-reader (24%). Despite their embrace of technology, 62% of Americans under
age 30 agree there is “a lot of useful, important information that is not available on the internet,”
compared with 53% of older Americans who believe that. At the same time, 79% of Millennials
believe that people without internet access are at a real disadvantage.
Millennials are quite similar to their elders when it comes to the amount of book
reading they do, but young adults are more likely to have read a book in the past 12
months. Some 43% report reading a book—in any format—on a daily basis, a rate similar to
older adults. Overall, 88% of Americans under 30 read a book in the past year, compared with
79% of those age 30 and older. Young adults have caught up to those in their thirties and forties
in e-reading, with 37% of adults ages 18-29 reporting that they have read an e-book in the past
year.
The community and general media-use activities of younger adults are different
from older adults. Those under age 30 are more likely to attend sporting events or concerts
than older adults. They are also more likely to listen to music, the radio, or a podcast in some

www.pewresearch.org
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format on a daily or near-daily basis, and socialize with friends or family daily. Older adults, in
turn, are more likely to visit museums or galleries, watch television or movies, or read the news
on a daily basis.
As a group, Millennials are as likely as older adults to have used a library in the
past 12 months, and more likely to have used a library website. Among those ages 1629, 50% reported having used a library or bookmobile in the course of the past year in a
September 2013 survey. Some 47% of those 30 and older had done so. Some 36% of younger
Americans used a library website in that time frame, compared with 28% of those 30 and older.
Despite their relatively high use of libraries, younger Americans are among the least likely to say
that libraries are important. Some 19% of those under 30 say their library’s closing would have a
major impact on them and their family, compared with 32% of older adults, and 51% of younger
Americans say it would have a major impact on their community, compared with 67% of those
30 and older.
As with the general population, most younger Americans know where their local
library is, but many say they are unfamiliar with all the services it may offer: 36% of
Millennials say they know little or nothing about the local library’s services, compared with 29%
of those 30 and older. At the same time, most younger Americans feel they can easily navigate
their local library, and the vast majority would describe libraries as warm, welcoming places,
though younger patrons are less likely to rate libraries’ physical conditions highly.
While previous reports from Pew Research have focused on younger Americans’ e-reading
habits and library usage, this report will explore in their attitudes towards public libraries in
greater detail, as well as the extent to which they value libraries’ roles in their communities. To
better understand the context of younger Americans’ engagement with libraries, this report will
also explore their broader attitudes about technology and the role of libraries in the digital age.
It is important to note that age is not the only factor in Americans’ engagement with public
libraries, nor the most important. Our library engagement typology found that Americans’
relationships with public libraries are part of their broader information and social landscapes, as
people who have extensive economic, social, technological, and cultural resources are also more
likely to use and value libraries as part of those networks. Deeper connections with public
libraries are also often associated with key life moments such as having a child, seeking a job,
being a student, and going through a situation in which research and data can help inform a
decision. As a result, the picture of younger Americans’ engagement with public libraries is
complex and sometimes contradictory, as we examine their habits and attitudes at different life
stages.

www.pewresearch.org
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Even among those under 30, age groups differ in habits and attitudes
Though there are often many differences between Americans under 30 and older adults,
younger age groups often have many differences that tie to their age and stage of adulthood.
Our surveys have found that older teens (ages 16-17) are more likely to read (particularly
print books), more likely to read for work or school, and more likely to use the library for books
and research than older age groups. They are the only age group more likely to borrow most of
the books they read instead of purchasing them, and are also more likely to get reading
recommendations at the library. Yet despite their closer relationship with public libraries, 16-17
year-olds are less likely to say they highly value public libraries, both as a personal and
community resource. Older adults, by contrast, are more likely to place a high level of
importance on libraries’ roles in their communities—even age groups that are less likely to use
libraries overall, such as those ages 65 and older.
The members of the next oldest age group, college-aged adults (ages 18-24), are less likely
to use public libraries than many other age groups, and are significantly less likely to have
visited a library recently than in our previous survey: Some 56% of 18-24 year-olds said they had
visited a library in the past year in November 2012, while just 46% said this in September 2013.
They are more likely to purchase most of the books they read than borrow them, and are more
likely to read the news regularly than 16-17 year-olds. In addition, like the next oldest age group,
25-29 year-olds, most of those in the college-aged cohort have lived in their current
neighborhood five years or less.
Finally, many of the library habits and views of adults in their late twenties (ages 2529) are often more similar to members of older age groups than their younger counterparts.
They are less likely than college-aged adults to have read a book in the past year, but are more
likely to keep up with the news. In addition, a large proportion (42%) are parents, a group with
particularly high rates of library usage. Additionally, library users in this group are less likely
than younger patrons to say their library use has decreased, and they are much more likely to
say that various library services are very important to them and their family.

Younger Americans’ community activities, and media and technology landscapes
As a group, the library usage of younger Americans ages 16-29 fits into the larger context of their
social activities and community engagement, as well as their broader media and technological
environment. Those under age 30 are more likely to attend sporting events or concerts than
older adults. They are also more likely to listen to music, the radio, or a podcast in some format
on a daily or near-daily basis, and socialize with friends or family daily. Older adults, in turn, are
more likely to visit museums or galleries, watch television or movies, or read the news on a daily
basis.

www.pewresearch.org
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About four in ten younger Americans (43%) reported reading a book—in any format—on a daily
basis, a rate similar to older adults. Overall, 88% of Americans under 30 read a book in the past
year, making them more likely to do so than older adults. Among younger Americans who did
read at least one book, the median or typical number read in the past year was 10.
Younger Americans typically have higher rates of technology adoption than older adults, with
98% of those under 30 using the internet, and 90% of those internet users saying they using
social networking sites. Over three-quarters (77%) of younger Americans have a smartphone,
and many also have a tablet (38%) or e-reader (24%).
Respondents of all age groups generally agree that the internet makes it much easier to find
information today than in the past, and most Americans feel that it’s easy to separate the good
information from bad online. However, Americans under age 30 are actually a little more likely
than older adults to say that there is a lot of useful, important information that is not available
on the internet. They are also somewhat more likely to agree that people without internet access
are at a real disadvantage because of all the information they might be missing.

Relationships with public libraries
Younger Americans are significantly more likely than older adults to have used a library in the
past year, including using a library website. Overall, the percentage of all Americans who visited
a library in person in the previous year fell from our 2012 to 2013 surveys, but the percentage
who used a library website increased; the same is true for younger Americans. Few library users
made use of a library website without also visiting a library in person in that time, however, so
overall library usage rates did not increase:




Among those ages 16-29, the percentage who visited a public library in person in the
previous year dropped from 58% in November 2012 to 50% in September 2013, with the
largest drop occurring among 18-24 year-olds.
36% of younger Americans used a library website in the previous year, up from 28% in 2012,
with the largest growth occurring among 16-17 year-olds (from 23% to 35%).

Despite their higher rates of library usage overall, younger Americans—particularly those under
age 25—continue to be less likely than older adults to say that if their local public library closed
it would have a major impact on either them and their family or on their community. Patrons
ages 16-29 are also less likely than those ages 30 and older to say that several services are “very
important” to them and their family, though those in their late twenties are more likely than
younger age groups to strongly value most services.
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As with the general population, most younger Americans know where their local library is, but
many are unfamiliar with all the services they offer. However, most younger Americans feel they
can easily navigate their local library, and the vast majority would describe libraries as warm,
welcoming places, though younger patrons are less likely to rate libraries’ physical conditions
highly.

Views about technology in libraries
Looking specifically at technology use at libraries, we found that as a group, patrons under age
30 are more likely than older patrons to use libraries’ computers and internet connections, but
less likely to say these resources are very important to them and their families—particularly the
youngest patrons, ages 16-17. Even though they are not as likely to say libraries are important,
young adults do give libraries credit for embracing technology. Yet while younger age groups are
often more ambivalent about the role an importance of libraries today than older adults, they do
not necessarily believe that libraries have fallen behind in the technological sphere. Though
respondents ages 16-29 were more likely than those ages 30 and older to agree that “public
libraries have not done a good job keeping up with newer technologies” (43% vs. 31%), a
majority of younger Americans (52%) disagreed with that statement overall.

About these surveys
This report covers the core findings from three major national surveys of Americans ages 16 and
older. Many of the findings come from a survey of 6,224 Americans ages 16+ conducted in the
fall of 2013. A full statement of the survey method and details can be found here:
http://www.pewinternet.org/2014/03/13/methods-27/.
The details and methods of the two other surveys can be found at:
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2013/01/22/methodology-8/
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2012/04/04/methodology-2/

Disclaimer from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
This report is based on research funded in part by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The
findings and conclusions contained within are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect
positions or policies of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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